NMCRIS NO: 0

NRCS REPORT NO: (optional) 0

 Documentation Guide for:

CULTURAL RESOURCES

BACKGROUND

Cultural resources are the traces of all the past activities and accomplishments of people.  They include tangible traces such as historic districts, sites, buildings, structures; traces of less tangible objects such as dance forms, aspects of folklife, cultural or religious practices; historical documents; and some landscapes, vistas, and cemeteries.

Collection of cultural resource material is prohibited without authorization.  Laws established to protect cultural resources include:  the Antiquities Act of 1906, the Historic Sites Act of 1935, the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, and the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990.  The National Register of Historic Places provides certain requirements for the protection of historic sites and funding for their maintenance.

POLICY
NRCS recognizes that cultural resources are an integral part of our national heritage and recognizes its responsibilities for historic preservation, particularly as they are listed in the National Historic Preservation Act.  NRCS will ensure that cultural resources are considered in all NRCS actions and programs.

· NRCS will identify and protect cultural resources early in the planning and environmental evaluation process for all assistance activities classified as an undertaking (i.e. any action that results in physical ground disturbance).

· NRCS will protect cultural resources in their original location to the fullest extent practicable by avoiding adverse impacts.

· NRCS trained field personnel will complete the attached revised New Mexico Section 106 “Consultation Form” in order to consider cultural resources in the NEPA process and the planning process.

Project:
     

Date:
     

Planner:
     

Case file Documentation: 

   CULTURAL RESOURCES

When correctly and completely evaluated the revised Section106 form will provide adequate documentation for consideration of cultural resources in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) planning process.

STEP 1.   Is the proposed action or activity an undertaking likely to affect NRHP eligible cultural resource?  Complete Part A of the Revised Section 106 Form.  If you are unsure consult the list of undertakings in the manual, the state agreements and/or contact the NRCS Cultural Resources Specialist (CRS).

· If your answer if “NO,” document your determination on the Section 106 form, file in the case file and proceed with planning.

· If your answer is “YES,” go to step 2.
STEP 2. Identify the Area of Potential Effect (APE)

Delineate on a USGS 7 ½”quad map all areas that may potentially be altered. NOTE: Access and haul roads, borrow areas, areas where spoil will be placed, as well as the location of the conservation practice is the part of the APE.  Fill out the extent and location of the project and Part B of the section 106 form.

Go to Step 3. 
STEP 3. Are documented cultural resources located in or near the APE?

Consult the NRCS Cultural Resource Specialist in order to determine if there are recorded cultural resources in the project area. On the form, describe the planned practice, the equipment to be used, and the estimated depth of disturbance and email it to CRS. Attach a quad map with the APE clearly marked. Include information about cultural/ historical sites of local importance. The CRS will fill out the literature review portion of part B of the Section 106 form. 

· If the CRS replies that an on-site cultural resources survey by a specialist is not required go to step 4.

· If the CRS requests an on-site survey, call to schedule a visit from the CRS as soon as possible. 

STEP 4. If you have completed the NRCS Cultural Resources training conduct a field inspection to determine if the cultural resources are in or near the APE.  Conduct transects over the APE looking for artifactual material or remains of historic structures, or consult with CRS for recommended survey method. Determine the location and extent of any cultural remains. 9If you have not completed the NRCS Cultural Resources training you must be accompanied by someone who has.)

· If the field inspection reveals no findings of cultural resources document the results in the findings in Part C of the shaded portions of the Section 106 form) and proceed with planning. 

· Check the box that no sites were located in the Conclusion in Part C of the Section 106 form.
Sign and date a copy of the completed Section 106 form and return it to the CRS. The form will be forwarded to NM SHPO for consultation. 

Cultural Resource Review

· If the field inspection reveals the presence of cultural resources, fill out the supplement sheet documenting each resource. Then finish Part C of the Section 106 form (see below). (If the human remains are found secure the area from disturbance and inform the Coroner and the Sheriff immediately, the contact the NRCS-CRS.) Go to step 5. 
STEP 5. Will the proposed action or activity avoid impact to a known or discovered cultural resource?

· If your answer is “YES,” complete the Conclusion section of Part C of the Section 106 form. Sign and date the form and return a copy to the CRS. The form will be forwarded to SHPO for consultation.

· If your answer is “NO,” the CRS will assist you in the development of alternatives that avoid adverse impact to the site. 

NMCRIS NO:     

NRCS REPORT NO: (optional)
     
Name of Project (landowner/project/location):      
Form Completed by: 
     
Form Date:      
Position:
     


NRCS Field Office:
      
Address:
     
City/State:
     
Practice Code:
     
Description of Practice (required):
     
Land Use:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Other:     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Does exceed the depth & extent of  previous cultivation/disturbance FORMCHECKBOX 
  Does not exceed the depth & extent of previous cultivation/disturbance

Undertaking Subject to SHPO Consultation:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  (complete rest of form)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No (file form)
PART B:

EXTENT AND LOCATION OF PROJECT:

 Area of effect ( No. of acres);      
No. of Acres Surveyed
     
(includes all areas of disturbance such as widening of any access roads, equipment location, etc).

Land Status (acres)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Private
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Federal
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tribal
     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  State
     


LOCATION (7 ½” Topographical Map Attached):

 County   
     
District
     
3. Nearest City:
     
4.  7 ½ Map Name (s) (7 ½ map scale required)
     
5.  Legal:                     
T      
   R       
 Section         
    1/4
 
    1/4

    1/4





Section        
    1/4

    1/4

    1/4





Section        
    1/4

    1/4

    1/4



T      
   R       
Section        
    1/4

    1/4

    1/4



Section                                1/4
    1/4                    1/4

UTM Boundaries (for unplatted land)

Zone:
     
Northing
From:
       -

To:      

Easting
From:
     

 To::      

Name of Project (landowner/project/location):      
RECORD SEARCH: 

(to be filled out by NRCS Cultural Resource Specialist)

Location of  Data Base:
  ARMS
Date:      
Number of previously recorded sites:      
(list by LA  number all previously recorded sites in the project area and plot them on 7 ½”  topo map)*
Previously Recorded Sites (LA Site Numbers and Descriptions):

Site No:       
Location:      
Description:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Eligible
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-eligible
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Undetermined


Site No.       
Location:      
Description:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Eligible
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-eligible
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Undetermined


Site No.:     
Location:      
Description:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Eligible
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-eligible
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Undetermined


Additional Comments (Include other sources of information such as landowner comments):      


ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING:

Topography   FORMDROPDOWN 

               Other:      
Vegetation:  FORMDROPDOWN 

                Other:      
Ground Visibility (percent): 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Plowed
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Planted
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Grass
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Bare Ground
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Trees
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Shrubs
     
Weather:   FORMDROPDOWN 

Name of Project (landowner/project/location):       
FIELD METHODS:

(all areas of effect must be surveyed)

Transect Intervals: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 10 m
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 15m
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: (explain)
     
Number of Transects:
     
Size of Crew:       
Type of Transects:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Parallel
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Zigzag
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 linear
Field Dates:
From
     
to
     
Description:
     
Part C. CULTURAL RESOURCE FINDINGS:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Nothing Found
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Isolated Occurrences Noted
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sites Found & Avoided (fill out Supplemental site form and attach)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 In-Use Water control feature (acequia, ditch, headgate)  

Name
     
Age
     



Describe acequia or feature below and attach photos of ditch and specific features (headgates, diversions, etc.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cultural Resource Specialist Required (sites cannot be avoided)

Description of all artifacts, sites and water control features located (required)
     
Name of Project (landowner/project/location):       
Conclusion

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   No sites are present.  Recommend a no effect determination.  Recommend the project be completed

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Sites are present in area of undertaking.  Sites will be avoided.   Recommend a no adverse effect determination. 

Recommend the project be completed.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sites Flagged
Date
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Landowner/operator notified
Date
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 In-use water control features present.  

Description of actions:      


Field Personnel
     
Date
     
PART  D (for NMHPD / SHPO use only)

HPD Staff:_________________________________________      Date Received: ______/______/______

Date Reviewed: ______/______/______


       HPD Log No.:_____________________

Concur:_____________________________________________



State Historic Preservation Officer

Comments
     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

      

IF, DURING IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS PRACTICE, ANY ARTIFACTS OR OTHER CULTURAL RESOURCES ARE UNCOVERED, THEY SHOULD BE PROTECTED IN PLACE AND THE NRCS AND THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION DIVISION NOTIFIED IMMEDIATELY. ALL DISCOVERIES WILL BE EVALUATED AND TREATED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF 36 CFR 800.11 and NRCS Manual Direction.
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