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WILDLIFE HABITAT EVALUATION GUIDE

FOR RIPARIAN AREAS

NEW MEXICO

	OWNER/USER
	     
	UNIT
	     

	LOCATION SEC
	     
	T
	    
	R
	    
	UTM
	

	OBSERVER
	     
	MAP NO
	     

	ASPECT
	     
	WHEG NO
	     

	DATE
	     
	
	


HOME RANGE

Applies to the following communities:  Cottonwood-willow; Mesquite Bosque; Sycamore-Walnut-Oak; Alder-Willow; Desert willow; Boxelder-Maple-Chokecherry-Ash.

One WHEG per 40 acres.

	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	SPECIES RICHNESS
	1. Number of species of perennial vegetation
11 or more species

6-10 species

1-5 species
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	CORRIDOR
	2. Average width of riparian corridor
more than 1320 feet

100 to 1320 feet

less than 100 feet
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	AGE
	3. Average age of tree stand
Mixed ages

all mature

all saplings or decadent
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	STRUCTURE
	4. Structure of habitat (layers)
Three or more layers

two layers

one layer of habitat
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	CANOPY
	5. Tree canopy closure
60% - 80%

40% - 60%

0-40% or 80% or more
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	PLANT PRODUCTION
	6. Biomass
high

medium

low
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	GRAZING
	7. Grazing management
late fall or no cattle 4 of 5 years

rotation system or late summer

year long or spring/summer only
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	WATER
	8. Water – stream, lake, pond, wetland
perennial

intermittent during growing season

dry during growing season
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	EROSION
	9. Banks at waters edge
stable with cover

partly stable

bare soil, trampling, active erosion
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


SCORING FOR RIPARIAN AREAS HABITAT

	Component
	Bench Mark
	
	After Plan
	Weight
	Bench Score
	
	After Plan Score

	1. Species Richness
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	2. Corridor
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	3. Age
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	4. Structure
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	5. Canopy
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	6. Plant Production
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	7. Grazing
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	8. Water
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	9. Erosion
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	SUM
	     
	
	     


	Benchmark Score
	     

	After Plan Score
	     


	OVERALL
	SCORE
	=
	SUM
	=
	     

	
	
	
	23
	
	


2
3

