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WILDLIFE HABITAT EVALUATION GUIDE

FOR TURKEY

NEW MEXICO

	OWNER/USER
	     
	UNIT
	     

	LOCATION SEC
	     
	T
	    
	R
	    
	UTM
	

	OBSERVER
	     
	MAP NO
	     

	ASPECT
	     
	WHEG NO
	     

	DATE
	     
	
	


HOME RANGE

500 to 1,000 acres; ½ - 2 miles.

	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	PLANT COMMUNITIES
	1. Nesting areas
Dense concealing herbaceous ground cover with trees and downed logs.

Slash piles; widely spaced trees with some dense cover or downed logs

Trees only; bare ground
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	
	2. Cover Types - (1)Mixed forests; oak, ash, pine, cottonwood, sycamore, walnut or juniper (2)shrublands (3)herbaceous zones, and (4)openings
All four types present

Three of four cover types present

Two of four cover types present
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	FOOD
	3. Open areas – non-forested, non-shrub lands.  Includes meadows, parks, cienegas marshes, pastures, etc.
>50% open areas interspersed with cover

25-50% open areas interspersed with cover

<25% open areas interspersed with cover
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


	
	
	
	Rating

	Factor
	Component
	Value
	Bench

Mark
	
	After

Plan

	FOOD (cont)
	4. Food Sources
· (1) Mast – oak, pinyon, pecan, walnut 

· (2) Fruits – grape, cherry, sumac, juniper, currant, etc.

· (3) Seeds – ragweed, sunflower, grasses, small grains, etc.

· (4) Greens – grasses, annual and perennial forbs, wetland plants, etc.

· (5) Insects – grasshoppers, beetles, ants caterpillars, etc.

	
	Food is present from all 5 groups above

Three of five groups are present

Two of five groups are present
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	WATER
	5. Water - (Permanent water from stream, pond, or wetland)

Less than ½ mile

½ to 1 mile

More than 1 mile or intermittent
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	ROOST SITES
	6. Roost Trees - (Clumps of trees with open horizontal limbs 30 – 80 feet from the ground and 25 inches dbh average

Clumps with 11 – 30 trees

Clumps with 5 – 10 trees

Clumps with 0 – 4 trees
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     

	DISTANCE
	7. Distrance between roosting, feeding, nesting and water – (See # 1, 4 ,6)

Available during season of use at less than ½ mile

Available at ½ to one mile

Available at more than one mile
	.8-1.0

.4-.7

0-.3
	     
	
	     


SCORING FOR TURKEY HABITAT

	Component
	Bench Mark
	
	After Plan
	Weight
	Bench Score
	
	After Plan Score

	1. Nesting Areas
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	2. Cover
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	3. Feeding Areas
	     
	
	     
	
	x6
	
	     
	
	     

	4. Food Sources
	     
	
	     
	
	x3
	
	     
	
	     

	5. Water
	     
	
	     
	
	x4
	
	     
	
	     

	6. Roost Trees
	     
	
	     
	
	x6
	
	     
	
	     

	7. Distance
	     
	
	     
	
	x2
	
	     
	
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	SUM
	     
	
	     


	Benchmark Score
	     

	After Plan Score
	     


	OVERALL
	SCORE
	=
	SUM
	=
	     

	
	
	
	26
	
	


2
3

