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FROM:  Jim Dangler, New Mexico BEPM
REGARDING:  KWANZAA
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As you make your plans to celebrate the Christmas, Hanukkah or New Year’s holidays, please take a few minutes to reflect upon Kwanzaa, the African American and Pan-African holiday which celebrates family, community and culture.  Kwanzaa is celebrated from 26 December to 1 January.  The word Kwanzaa is a Swahili word meaning “first” and is derived from a phrase which means “first fruits”.  Kwanzaa was created by Dr. Maulana Karenga in 1966.  The seven symbols of Kwanzaa are pictured above and described in detail on his website.  Happy Holidays.
Photo credit:  Maulana Karenga, Kwanzaa:  A Celebration of Family, Community and Culture, Los Angeles: University of Sankore Press, 2002 and www.OfficialKwanzaaWebsite.org.
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