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NM BEPM NEWSLETTER 2004
TO:  New Mexico Coworkers                                                              DATE: January 5, 2004
FROM:  Jim Dangler, New Mexico BEPM
REGARDING:  FEBRUARY IS BLACK HISTORY MONTH
I wish you and your families well as you begin 2004.  I also want to remind you that although we celebrate Dr. M. L. King’s birthday during January, February is actually Black history month.  The theme of my educational activities for NM NRCS employees through this newsletter series during both months will remind you that much of the social progress Blacks and other minorities have achieved occurred during our lifetimes and that the process is a work in progress.    
I will provide you with some information specific to Dr. King’s life during January then show the achievements Blacks have made by providing you some of the 500 pictures W.E.B. DuBois showed at the 1900 Paris Exposition in the first issue of the February newsletter.  His objective was to counteract the stereotype of Black Americans 35 years after the end of slavery.  Your reaction will probably be that we, as a society, have made a lot of progress in the past decade.
Each week throughout the remainder of the month of January and throughout February, I will describe the fight for equality and draw your attention to the achievements of Blacks in the areas of business, education, entertainment, government or law.  My objective is to represent achievements by Blacks who, for the most part, you will be able to relate to in your everyday lives.  I will not, however, forget the Blacks who provided the foundation for this progress or neglect to share with you some of the experiences I have had by visiting many of the historic sites involved in the fight for equality.  I will accomplish the latter goal by providing you with links to sites on the internet as I have done in my earlier newsletters.
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