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NM BEPM NEWSLETTER 2004 # 8
TO:  New Mexico Coworkers                                                                DATE: February 22, 2004
FROM:  Jim Dangler, New Mexico BEPM
REGARDING:  WEEK #4 BLACK HISTORY MONTH – BUSINESS
I did not mention any individuals when I wrote about the achievements of Blacks in the world of entertainment in last week’s issue.  One outstanding example of a success story is Oprah Winfrey, the first female Black American billionaire.  She is in a class by herself.  Oprah’s contributions to society are described in the red print section “About Oprah” in the column on the left side of her homepage http://www.oprah.com.  These contributions include education, film, health and fitness, music, philanthropy, publishing, social awareness and television.  
Oprah gives away much of her wealth.  For example, you may have seen her special nighttime television program on ABC during the week before Christmas showing her trip to South Africa.  The show documented the assistance she provided to thousands of orphans whose parents died from AIDS and her promise to contribute an additional $10 million for the education of girls.
Other wealthy Blacks include Michael Jackson, Magic Johnson, Michael Jordan and Tiger Woods.  Unlike many other wealthy Americans who have inherited their wealth, the majority of wealthy Blacks earned their fortunes through their own efforts.   The business accomplishments of Blacks are described in Black Wealth & Fortune’s “The 100 Richest Black People in America”.  A special edition, “Black Millionaires Next Door”, illustrates how many of the not-so-famous Blacks made their money.  Details can be obtained at http://blackfortunemag.com 
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