 NM BEPM NEWSLETTER #1

TO:  New Mexico Coworkers                                                  DATE: December 15, 2003
FROM:  Jim Dangler, New Mexico BEP Manager
REGARDING:  Contributions of Black Americans to the building the West

Howdy y’all!  Yes, I am adapting quite well to my new assignment here in the Western culture of Clovis.  Because of my move to New Mexico’s “cowboy country”, I feel that it is appropriate that I bring to your attention the contributions of Black’s to the building of the West as my first formal educational activity as the NM BEP Manager.   Did you know that 15-30% of the cowboys during the 1880’s were Black?  You won’t find them in Hollywood’s old western movies or some history books.   Other major contributions of Blacks to the development of the West include:
· Blacks came west in covered wagons to establish self-sufficient Black towns.  

· Black settlers were active in business and some became millionaires.

· Blacks were also military heroes taking San Jaun Hill with Teddy Roosevelt during the Spanish-American War.  An all-Black Cavalary unit was primarily responsible for this victory.
Where did I get these facts?  I found them on the website of the Black American West Museum & Heritage Center in Denver.  The website for this organization is http://www.blackamericanwest.org/bchistory.html .  I toured this museum a few years ago while I was visiting Denver.  Their collection includes over 35,000 personal artifacts, memorabilia, newspapers, legal documents, clothing, letters, photographs and oral histories.  The museum is located in the house used by Dr. Justina Ford, Colorado’s first Black licensed female physicians.  Dr. Ford provided health care services to Colorado’s Black, Hispanic, Greek, Korean and Japanese residents for 50 years beginning in the early 1900’s.

Are you interested in experiencing the contributions of Blacks to the history and culture of the West?  Here are two suggestions:
· The American Cowboy Museum in Houston has preserved the contributions of Blacks, Hispanics, Native Americans and women to the history of the West.  Their website is http://houstontravelguide.com/museums/cowboy.shtml .  Yes, the website probably should be cowboys.html. but as of this date, it is not.  

· If you are planning to visit northern California during the first Saturday of October, take advantage of the Black Cowboy Parade held in Oakland’s historic district.  See http://www.loc.gov/bicentennial/propage/CA/ca-9_h_lee2.html
for details.

I hope you enjoyed learning about the contributions of Blacks to the development of the West if this is news to you.  If you have any suggestions for my next newsletter or any other activities, please contact me by email or call 762-4769 x 3.  Thank you.

