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NM BEPM NEWSLETTER 2004 # 6
TO:  New Mexico Coworkers                                                                DATE: February 8, 2004
FROM:  Jim Dangler, New Mexico BEPM
REGARDING:  WEEK 2 BLACK HISTORY MONTH – EDUCATION
Several important people in the history of Black education are Booker T. Washington  http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAtuskegee.htm  ) who founded Tuskegee Institute, 
Alabama ( http://www.nps.gov/tuin/ ) when there were few educational opportunities for Blacks.  Students helped build the college by furnishing the labor to make bricks used in the construction of the original buildings that are still used today.

George Washington Carver (http://www.george-washington-carver.com/george-washington-carver/  managed the agriculture program at Tuskegee soon after the college opened officially in 1881 and was a pioneer in the discovery of uses for the peanut.  
http://www.nps.gov/gwca/expanded/peanut.htm 
Who are some of the more recent heroes and heroines in the struggle for equal educational opportunities for Blacks?  Read how some Black families sent their children to live with relatives to escape the education offered at inferior schools.  http://www.npr.org/display_pages/features/feature_1538578.html . The country is still struggling with how to provide equal educational opportunities by bussing students, providing vouchers and establishing magnet schools. 
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