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6200 Jefferson NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico  87109

Phone:  (505) 761-4400   Fax:  (505) 761-4462

Web site:  www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
February 20, 2003

NEW MEXICO BULLETIN NO. 300-3-09

SUBJECT:  EQIP – GUIDANCE WORKING WITH LOCAL WORK GROUPS

TO:  All Employees

DUE TO STATE CONSERVATIONIST – APRIL 11, 2003

Purpose.  To inform employees on the Environmental Quality Incentive Program.

Expiration Date.  September 30, 2003

The draft EQIP rule is out for comment.  The draft EQIP Manual is out for review and comment, as well.  The Congress has passed the Omnibus Bill that provides funding for NRCS, including the EQIP program.  Implementation of the program is moving ahead.  We expect those final rules, manual and funds might be available in May 2003 at the earliest.  

Attached is guidance to all Designated Conservationists in New Mexico to use in assisting Local Work Groups in making recommendations on implementing the EQIP program.  Designated Conservationists are encouraged to move ahead with developing the EQIP proposal for their Field Office.  Remember that some items are still in draft and review stage and may change.  So be sure to express caution to the Local Work Groups.  The draft proposed EQIP programs are due to the State Conservationist by April 11, 2003.  These proposals will be approved when the final rules have been published.

There are some issues that will be discussed at the next New Mexico State Technical Committee meeting to be held February 24, 2003.  We will advise you of the State Conservationist’s decision on these issues immediately after the meeting.  These issues include potential payment limitations, eligibility of center pivot sprinklers, gated pipe and supplemental wells.

These guidelines will be discussed in depth at the Farm Bill Workshops and time will be available to discuss with Ken Leiting or Mike Neubeiser at that time one-on-one.  Also, call either one to discuss any issue at any time.
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ROSENDO TREVIÑO III

State Conservationist
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