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6200 Jefferson NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico  87109

Phone:  (505) 761-4400   Fax:  (505) 761-4462

Web site:  www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
July 7, 2003
NEW MEXICO BULLETIN NO. 300-3-22
SUBJECT:  ltp - Grassland reserve program
TO:  Field Offices and Team Leaders
Purpose.  To advise all employees of the sign up for the Grassland Reserve Program
Expiration Date.  September 30, 2003
New Releases to local press –ASAP
Ranking Reports to State Office – August 6, 2003
The Secretary of Agriculture announced the start of signup for the Grassland Reserve Program would begin June 30, 2003.  This bulletin provides information to all field offices for implementing the program for FY 2003.  The program must be implemented and funds committed by September 30, 2003.  

The following items are attached and will be on the web:

· Summary of Grassland Reserve Program Implementation in New Mexico

· Federal Register – Notice of Available funds for the Grassland Reserve Program
· Grassland Reserve Program – Fact Sheet

· Grassland Reserve Program – Key Points

· Grassland Reserve Program – Questions and Answers

· AD-1153 – Application For Long-Term Contracted Assistance Through the ___ Program

· Draft Grassland Reserve Manual

· New Mexico Grassland Reserve Program Ranking Criteria

Field Offices are to immediately meet with the FSA to begin announcing the program in local media.  Special mailings should be made, if necessary.  

The sign up for the GRP began June 30, 2003.  This is a continuous sign-up.  The first evaluation period with end August 1, 2003 in New Mexico.  All applications and completed ranking criteria forms are to be sent to the NRCS State office by August 6, 2003.

An optional teleconference is planned for July 10, 2003 at 8:00am for Field Team Leaders, and District Conservationists.  This will be to provide an overview of the program and to answer questions.  Call in number is:  888-282-0173.  Password is:  12582.

All questions should be referred to Ken Leiting, or Cliff Sanchez.

ROSENDO TREVIÑO III
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