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6200 Jefferson NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico  87109

Phone:  (505) 761-4400   Fax:  (505) 761-4462

Web site:  www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
January 22, 2003

NEW MEXICO BULLETIN NO. 300-3-05

SUBJECT:  LTP – COUNTY COMPONENT COST LISTS.

Response Required by: March 28, 2003

TO:  All District Conservationists and Team Leaders

Purpose.  Final request for revisions on county component cost lists.

Expiration Date.  September 30, 2002

All field offices are hereby notified that 2003 draft final county component cost lists are available on the NRCS NM web site from the Field Office Technical Guide page at the following address: http://www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov/techserv/fotg/Section1/CostData/compcostsum.htm.  The District Conservationist (DC) with lead responsibility for each county will find their county's component cost list attached to this bulletin.  This is the final opportunity to request changes to the component cost lists before they are finalized into the 2003 EQIP cost dockets.  DCs should follow the steps outlined below to assure that the cost docket best meets user needs, and that agency policy has been followed: 

1. Complete Intra-County Agency Coordination

Within Each County

a) Lead office DCs responsible for a county component cost list used in multiple field offices must coordinate with each field office using the list.  Coordination is complete when the county list includes appropriate costs/authorization for all parts of a county.  Any discrepancies, particularly in de-authorized or "zeroed out" components, should be resolved at the county/team level.

b) If you use a cost list managed by another FO, you may wish to download your county's list(s) from the web and review it.  Any discrepancies, particularly in de-authorized or "zeroed out" components, should be resolved locally.  A list of FOs with lead responsibility for each county is attached to this bulletin. 
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Across County Lines

Lead office DCs requesting changes in their County list must prepare supporting documentation as outlined in item 3 below.  Additionally, changes must be coordinated with DCs in adjacent counties to verify only justifiable differences are introduced. For differences to be justifiable, that is to demonstrate "reasonable consistency,"  DCs must document natural resource differences, supplier price differences, or other rationale for proposed variation.

2. Complete Local Work Group Coordination

Local working groups must be provided an opportunity to comment on county component cost lists.  DCs must certify, regardless of whether or not changes are requested, that local working groups have had the opportunity to review the county component cost list.  NRCS will maintain control of the lists, however, the agency is committed to considering local input. 

3. Certification and Documentation

All DCs with lead responsibility for a county must return the attached form, certifying that these procedures have been followed.  If changes to the cost list are requested, please follow the appropriate procedure below:  

a) The lead DC may de-authorize or zero-out a component for a given county without supporting documentation.  Simply place a zero in the appropriate row of the electronic version of your county's list and e-mail the revised list to seth.fiedler@nm.usda.gov.  (Coordination requirements outlined above still apply.) 

b) All requests for cost changes on existing components must be supported by recent (<1 year) contractor quotes and/or billing statements documenting actual component cost different from the currently approved cost.  Do not enter information on revised costs in the electronic version of the cost list; all requests must be approved prior to inclusion in the list. 

c) All requests for the addition of new components to the statewide or county list must be supported by 1) written justification of why the new component is needed and 2) cost information as described in item b.  Do not enter new components in the electronic version of the cost list; all new components must be added at the state level after being approved. 

All requests for changes should be submitted to Seth Fiedler, Economist, NRCS NM State Office, 6200 Jefferson St NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109 (505)761-4416, and must be approved by the State Conservationist prior to inclusion in official cost dockets. 

Any questions on this bulletin, or supporting attachments, should be address to Ken Leiting (505)761-4425 or Seth Fiedler (505)761-4416.

ROSENDO TREVIÑO III

State Conservationist

Attachment One:

Field Offices with Lead Responsibility for Each New Mexico County

County
Field Office

Bernalillo
Albuquerque

Catron
Datil

Chaves
Roswell

Cibola
Grants

Colfax
Raton

Curry
Clovis

DeBaca
Fort Sumner

Dona Ana
Las Cruces

Eddy
Carlsbad

Grant
Silver City

Guadalupe
Santa Rosa

Harding
Roy

Hidalgo
Lordsburg

Lea
Lovington

Lincoln
Carrizozo

Luna
Deming

McKinley
Gallup

Mora
Mora

Otero
Alamogordo

Quay
Tucumcari

Rio Arriba
Espanola

Roosevelt
Portales

San Juan
Aztec

San Miguel
Las Vegas

Sandoval
Cuba

Santa Fe
Santa Fe

Sierra
Truth or Consequences

Socorro
Socorro

Taos
Taos

Torrance
Estancia

Union
Clayton

Valencia
Los Lunas

Attachment Two:

2003 Component Cost Verification Certification

County
     

Lead Field Office
     

District Conservationist
     

Certifications:  

ALL DCs with lead responsibility for a county must certify both of the following:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I have completed coordination with the following NRCS Field Offices that also use this cost list, and it also reflects costs and needs in their service areas.


     















 FORMCHECKBOX 

Local working groups in the lead field office area, as well as each of the other service areas in the County (as listed above) have had an opportunity to comment on the list, and their comments have been considered in determining the final form of the list.

Please check one or more of the following, as appropriate:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

The list is accurate as distributed, and no changes are requested.

OR

 FORMCHECKBOX 

The list should be modified to exclude (or include at statewide rates) those components noted in the electronic version of the spreadsheet transmitted on      , 2003.

AND/OR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

I request that the attached documentation be reviewed, and that Cost(s) and/or components be modified to reflect changes supported by the attached documentation. If changes are requested, the lead DC requesting changes must discuss proposed changes with DCs from adjacent counties. A check to the left also certifies that coordination has been completed with adjacent counties, and any discrepancies introduced by requested changes are justifiable by differences in natural resources, local supplier costs, or other documented variables.


     


















     

Lead Office District Conservationist

Date
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