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6200 Jefferson NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico  87109

Phone:  (505) 761-4400   Fax:  (505) 761-4462

Web site:  www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
January 22, 2003
NEW MEXICO BULLETIN NO. 300-3-06

SUBJECT:
ECS - WHIP - WILDLIFE HABITAT INCENTIVES PROGRAM 

FY 2003 Program Announcement and Schedule

TO:
All New Mexico Field Offices and Field Team Leaders

ACTIONS REQUIRED:  Batch and send WHIP Applications to State Office by:  February 28, 2003.

Purpose.  To announce the WHIP Program and the 2003 Schedule 

WHIP Applications can be accepted on Form AD-1153 (formerly NRCS-LTP-001).  Use the attached NEW 2003 Ranking Sheets (revised 12/2002) to rank them and send all originals to the State Office.  The Batching Period for this session ends February 28, 2003.  It is unknown at this time if there will be a second batch period.  The Applications will be ranked in order of the highest habitat scores first; this will be accomplished by March 14, 2003.  Send them in as they become available, you do not have to wait for the end of the batch period.  

All project approvals will be based on fund availability, which is still pending.  Those applications approved will be awarded dollars by March 21.  All Letters should be signed and sent out by April 4.

Unfunded WHIP applications from FY 2002 will also be included in this new ranking.  However, if you have worked with the individual to improve their habitat ranking score, send in those original sheets.

The new 2003 State WHIP Plan is attached for your information.  This was a committee effort of wildlife partner agencies and organizations under the State Technical Committee.  The new Plan directly correlates with the Ranking Sheets, so please use only the newly revised Ranking Sheets.  

You should send the attached News-article to all local media.  

We will need all AD-1153’s and Ranking Sheets with original signatures sent to the State Office; to Cliff Sánchez, phone 761-4403, or to Ken Leiting, State Resource Conservationist, phone 761-4425.  Technical and planning questions should be referred to David Seery, phone 761-4486.

ROSENDO TREVIÑO III

State Conservationist
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Attachments 

(Revision 1-28-03)

WILDLIFE HABITAT INCENTIVES PROGRAM

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

NEW MEXICO RANKING CRITERIA - 2003

Owners Name:
     
Date:
     

Address:
     

     

Contact Name:
     

Phone Number(s)
     
Tract #
     

Wildlife Species:
     

     

Sensitive Species: (list them)
     

Total Cost to WHIP:  $
     

Total Acres in Operating Unit:
     
Acres to be enrolled:
     

Percent of Total Acres to be enrolled in WHIP:
     
%

Wildlife Limiting Factors and Habitat Improvement Needs: (Practices) 
     

     

     

Ranking Personnel:
     

NRCS:
     


     


     

Other:
     


     


     

Footnote:  “Sensitive species are federal, state or tribal threatened, endangered or candidate species, or species being investigated for listing under the New Mexico Wildlife Conservation Act.”  (The NM WCA doesn’t have a category of “candidate” species for species under investigation.

(Revision 1-28-03)

NEW MEXICO WHIP RANKING SCORE SHEET
Page 2

Circle point score for each item below. 
 See Instruction sheet at end for details. 

Points 

1. New Mexico WHIP Priorities improved: (Check one top priority)                              

- Priorities:
mixed grass/shrub/prairie
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
20


riparian
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
18


forest/shrub
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
15


wildlife water
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
12


wetlands
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
12

- Non-Priority
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5

2. Number of habitat types improved.  (e.g. riparian, aquatic, grassland, forest, chaparral, etc.)


2 or more
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
10


1
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5

3. Number of habitat elements improved: (Circle those improved) 

food, water, winter cover, roosting, breeding, nesting/fawning/calving, hiding, hunting, thermal cover, resting area, etc. (Note:  These habitat elements must be a limiting factor, at least in some cases, for the species of intended benefit in order to be counted.


three or more
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
10


two or one
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5

4. Establishment Cost/ Acre:


< $100
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
10


$101 – 400
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  7


$401 – 750
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  4


> $750
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  0

5. Functions improved in addition to wildlife benefits. (Check one or more)


- water quality improved
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
4


- soil erosion reduced
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
4


- ground water recharged
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
4


- flood water retention
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
4


- none
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
0



Total
    

6. Sensitive species (resident or transient) 

Federal list, State list, Tribal list, Habitat Conservation Plan (Check the list)



- List Species
     


- 2 or more
- - - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
20

- 1 species
- - - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
15

None
- - - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  0




Page Total
    

(Revision 1-28-03)

NEW MEXICO WHIP RANKING SCORE SHEET
Page 3

7. Likelihood of Success of Habitat Improvements.

- Low
- - - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  0

- Medium
- - - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5

- High
- - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
10

8. Acres benefited for wildlife: (May be larger than acres treated.)

< 640 acres
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5

> 640 acres
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
 FORMCHECKBOX 
10

9. Location of area is:

- Less Than 3 miles to a publicly owned wildlife area or another WHIP area
- - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
15

- More Than 3 miles to a publicly owned wildlife area or anther WHIP area
- - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5

- List it 
     



10. Partnership Funding and Involvement. (Includes agencies, groups, or organizations)

- List them 
     



- Partners provide >50% of costs of WHIP cost share project
- - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
10

- Partners provide 10-50% of costs of WHIP cost share project
- - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  7

- Partners are involved in planning, management, monitoring or other non-

WHIP cost shared projects on land
- - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  3

- No Partners
- - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  0

11. Restoration of Native Habitat.  Habitat Management priorities are for:

- native wildlife, native plant communities
- - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
10

(Add 5 points for game species habitat management)
- - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5

- feral (domestic gone wild) animals; exotic plants & animals
- - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  0

12. Societal Benefits.

- Area will be used for education, public recreation or demonstrations
- - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
10

- Area will not be used for education, public recreation or demonstrations
- - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  0

13. Operation and Maintenance Costs

- O&M costs are estimated at <$10 per acre per year
- - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
10

- O&M costs are estimated at $10 – 20 per acre per year
- - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5

- O&M costs are estimated at > $20 per acre per year
- - 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  1





Page 3 Total
     

Page 2 Total
     

Total all points
     

TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS = 161.

Minimum points for enrollment in WHIP is 81.

(Revision 1-28-03)

WILDLIFE HABITAT INCENTIVES PROGRAM
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION  WORKSHEET

Applicant’s Name:
     
Date:
     

Eligible
Not Eligible

Habitat for free ranging, native wildlife
Habitat for confined wildlife, fish in poinds, release and take wildlife, feral or exotic animals.

Native habitat improvements
Annual food plots, monoculture plantings, exotic or introduced plantings.

Private lands
Federal lands except where benefits are for private.

Tribal lands
Public non-federal lands (city, county) except by special permission for State Conservationist

State land associated with project on private land


Proof of ownership or control of land for contract duration
Does not own nor control the land for contract duration.


EWP easement


WRP easement


CRP enrolled


EQIP contract


On site or off site conditions which undermine benefits of habitat plan





Note:  Habitat outside of species native range would not be eligible (except by permission from the State Conservationist).

ELIGIBLE?      Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

or
No  FORMCHECKBOX 

NRCS Representative
     

(Revision 1-28-03)

Instructions for filling out ranking sheets.
Page 5

December, 2002   (for new fiscal year)           See ranking sheets page two and three.

1. If WHIP plans directly improve any one of the New Mexico priority areas which are listed, award points as indicated.   Note: endangered species is covered under number 6.

2.
If WHIP plans directly improve two or more habitat types, award 10 points. 


examples: riparian and aquatic = 10 points.


                             riparian only =  5 points.

3.
Habitat elements are considered separately and must be directly improved.

4. 
Lower costs to WHIP are desirable.  Divide actual acres in the WHIP project and divide by total cost.

5. Select one or more for total points = 16.  These are broad categories and include considerations for a variety of ecosystem functions.  Consider the following; pesticides, fertilizers, sediment transport, wind and water erosion, plant community effects, riparian vegetation effects on flooding, water recharge from wetlands, etc.

6. These are direct improvements to habitat for “Sensitive Species.”  List the sensitive species whose habitat will be directly improved and circle the source list.  This opportunity is a national priority.  NRCS will consult with the appropriate agency that has jurisdiction over the species to insure habitat improvements are appropriate.

7. 
Consider the following areas as well as others which apply:


- landowner - ready, willing and able to carry out the plans.  Economic, cultural, social limitations.


- on and off site limitations - contaminants, sediments, 


- average annual precip, soils, 


- laws, ordinances, 

- operation and maintenance,

- will impact limiting habitat factors

8. Acres benefited are those directly affected by WHIP improvements.  Bigger is not always better especially in the case of endangered species a small parcel may be extremely important.  

examples:  Quail water will benefit approximately 1/4 to 1/2 mile square or 40 to 160 acres.


                   Dove water may benefit approximately five miles in all directions. 


                   Nesting cover may be used by Lesser Prairie Chickens that breed up to 2 miles away.

9. The contract area becomes more valuable to wildlife if it is adjacent or close to other designated wildlife areas such as Forest Service areas, refuges, wildlife zones, or other WHIP areas. 

10. The program was designed to try to stretch the available money.  Partners are important in this effort.  If partners are providing money as part of WHIP cost shared projects, award 7 or 10 points.  If partners are providing money as part of NON-WHIP cost shared projects on same farm, award 3 points.  Federal partners can share the cost of installing projects with NRCS as long as the Federal portion does not exceed 75%.  Landowner, State or private partners must provide 25% share.  In no case can the NRCS portion exceed 75%.  (See WHIP Manual 517.42(f).

11. WHIP encourages the use of native plants and animals in the development of habitat plans.  Under some conditions it may be necessary to use non-native seed.  Points are only awarded for use on natives in the plans to improve native habitats.  A 5 point bonus is awarded for habitat improvements for game species.  If land is managed for livestock as primary use, award 0 points and question eligibility.

12. Benefits to society are attained through education, public recreation, demonstrations etc.  These must be available to a wider group than just the owner and his/her family.  

13. While the owner will be responsible for O&M, it may be a factor in the success or failure of the plan.   O&M will be reviewed annually through the life of the contract. 
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INTRODUCTION

This state plan is to provide base information and request funding for the WILDLIFE HABITAT INCENTIVE PROGRAM (WHIP) for New Mexico for FY 2003.  The WHIP program is one of a suite of programs re-authorized by the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002, (originally authorized in the 1996 Farm Bill), which expands environmental considerations and incentives for private landowners.  

GENERAL

The diversity of wildlife habitat in New Mexico demands a wide variety of habitat improvement practices and management.  New Mexico contains elevation changes ranging from 3000 feet above sea level to 12,100 feet, from Chihuahuan desert to tundra, from river bottom to mountain peaks.  Most of the state is above 4,000 feet elevation.  Approximately 50% is privately owned.  Major habitats include the great plains on the eastern one-third and the Rocky Mountains on the western two-thirds with river valleys scattered through out and the south-west deserts. 

Many landowners want to improve their land for wildlife only and may have no interest in livestock or farming.  These landunits control many acres of rural land in the state and comprise a substantial workload for NRCS.  The size of these varies from small areas (8 acres) to large areas (25,000 acres).  There are also agriculture producers who desire to improve wildlife habitat on lands where agriculture is not the primary use.
NRCS STATE OBJECTIVES
1. ASSIST LANDOWNERS TO DEVELOP WILDLIFE AND FISH HABITAT.
The prairie ecosystem in eastern New Mexico is mostly private land.  It needs restoration and management for many species, such as: Lesser Prairie Chicken, Blacktailed Prairie Dog, Black-Footed Ferret, Sand Dune Lizard, Burrowing Owl, Mountain Plover, Swift Fox, Ferruginous Hawk, and others.  It is part of the mixed grass/shrub community, which is emphasized in this program.  Improvements in this ecosystem are desired to prevent the prairie chicken from being listed as threatened or endangered.  

Sensitive species (footnote this page) have become perceived an issue of liability on private property.  Some landowners are afraid that having an endangered species on their property will limit options for management.  Simultaneously, more and more habitat is lost and the ESA list of threatened and endangered wildlife grows longer.  The modification or degradation of habitat is as a primary reason for endangerment for most of the species listed under the ESA, even though habitat improvement is often feasible with just a little assistance.  The New Mexico Prairie Dog Working Group has been active in developing a management plan since 1999.

Most of the riparian land is in private hands and is in need of improvement for the sake of water quality as well as wildlife habitat.  The most desirable area to farm is in the flood plains of large river valleys where water is easily available and the soils are most productive.  However, these areas are where the most damage is done during floods due to development and installation of structures within the floodplains.

Wildlife water sources are limited in the arid west.  The encroachment of humans around water sources can be problematic for wildlife.  In some areas, springs or other natural water sources are no longer available due to lowering of water tables or other human-related changes; and available water limits some species of wildlife.  Many options are available to solve this problem, such as, wells, catchments, pipelines, spring developments, ponds.  The placement of wildlife waters is a management tool that may be used to alter the distribution of wildlife within arid environments.  

Although there are not many acres of wetlands in the state, each acre may be extremely important to wildlife.  

New Mexico is one of the fastest growing states and is seeing new landowners move in who desire to maintain and improve the land for wildlife.  Many are interested in educating children about ecosystems and wildlife.  Several owners hope to receive assistance for riparian restoration, for native vegetation re-establishment, for wildlife water developments, bat houses and tree and shrub plantings, etc.  

A backlog of approximately 250 applicants statewide awaits WHIP funding.

Footnote:  “Sensitive species are federal, state or tribal threatened, endangered or candidate species, or species being investigated for listing under the New Mexico Wildlife Conservation Act.” (The NM WCA doesn’t have a category of “candidate” species for species under investigation.

2. NRCS STATE WILDLIFE  HABITAT PRIORITIES

These priorities (listed in order of priority) are found statewide and are not confined to any one geographic area. 

MIXED GRASS PRAIRIE

This habitat type is found scattered statewide and in large blocks in eastern New Mexico.  It is the home of the lesser prairie chicken, which is being investigated for federal and state listing, and is the object of concern by a five-state coalition of many entities.  Several contracts have been funded for such items as grassland restoration, shrub seed mixes, removal of non-native species, water units, and fencing.  The demand for improvements in this habitat type is great and cooperation with the lesser prairie chicken coalition and USF&WS and NMDG&F needs to be increased. 

Private lands make up the majority of land ownership in the mixed grass prairie.  Wildlife habitat improvement projects with the landowners and agencies will benefit from cooperative efforts under WHIP for many wildlife species as well as other sensitive species.  Such as the Black-tailed Prairie Dog, Black-Footed Ferret, Sand Dune Lizard, Burrowing Owl, Mountain Plover, Swift Fox, Ferruginous Hawk, and others.

RIPARIAN HABITAT

Many, if not all, of New Mexico’s riparian habitats, has been impacted (lost, altered or degraded) by man in some way.  Most impacts have been negative for wildlife habitat.

Seventy percent of all wildlife in New Mexico use riparian zones at some time during their life.  The importance of these areas in an arid state like New Mexico can not be overstated.  Several of our sensitive species are dependent upon riparian habitat for their existence.  Many riparian ecosystems are damaged and no longer function as complete systems.  Much riparian habitat is fragmented, or its structure is simplified, the plant base is no longer reproducing, floods are more severe, bank water storage is nonexistent, exotics have taken over.  The riparian vegetation is vital to the stability and health of the river channel, and riverine habitat.  

Much work remains to be done.  In some areas landowners are trying to improve watercourses and habitat.   The time is right to offer help in this arena.  The WHIP has joined FWS on several projects installing fencing, tree planting, removal of exotics such as salt cedar and russian olive, replacement with native communities of cottonwoods and willows, wildlife water units, bat houses, pipelines, and seeding. 

Sensitive species are listed for New Mexico in both federal and state sources on the Internet.  Together they list over 60 species directly dependent upon riparian and aquatic habitats for their existence.     

FOREST/SHRUB

Shrublands, Pinon-Juniper woodlands, and Ponderosa Pine Ecosystems are predominantly on private lands that have degraded habitat for many wildlife species.  These provide many opportunities for WHIP.  Habitat enhancements could include thinning small diameter trees, protecting old growth, prescribed burning, tree and shrub planting, and more.

In the western states there is a growing concern for mule deer populations.  Many of the eleven western states are seeing declines in numbers of mule deer.  This habitat type is distributed throughout the state and is the prime home of mule deer.  Habitat needs here vary with some areas needing reductions in the abundance of juniper trees, while other areas will benefit from increases in browse.  Permanent water is a consideration in some areas, and not in others.  Water is not always the concern, not everywhere, and not for every species.

WILDLIFE WATER SOURCES   

In the arid Southwest, free water is vital and a key element to survival of many wildlife species and is not readily available in some areas.  Upland water sources have been supplied by livestock interests for the most part, and are used heavily by livestock.  Wildlife takes advantage of these when possible.  However, many of these are degraded for wildlife use, or are in the wrong place, are seasonal at best, are turned off when cattle are not present or otherwise unsuitable for wildlife.  Many areas simply lack free water for any animal.  Our wildlife habitat evaluations in the field indicate water as a limiting factor in many cases.  Contracts in FY 1998, 99, 00, 01, and 02 provided permanent water sources for wildlife and this will continue in FY 2003.

WETLANDS

Creating new wetland areas comes under WHIP; (restoring old wetlands that were drained or farmed comes under the Wetland Reserve Program – WRP).  

The Playa Lakes Joint Venture with FWS and others adds emphasis to the improvement of playa wetlands.  This group is actively seeking projects, and is a perfect tie in with WHIP.  The great number of playa wetlands in eastern New Mexico on private lands provides the opportunity for enhancements.  There are several existing WHIP plans on playas and cienagas, many more are in need of assistance, and landowners are interested.  Improvements of these habitats could benefit waterfowl, amphibians, aquatic invertebrates, shorebirds, and many other species.  The Intermountain West Joint Venture wishes to become an interested partner in these efforts.  Some practices to conserve playas include fencing, building nesting islands, and more.  

SENSITIVE SPECIES HABITAT

The current federal list of endangered wildlife in New Mexico includes 54 species.  The NM State List contains even more species (118). More important than these lists however, is the realization that if habitat improvements can be developed and maintained on a continuous basis, with foresight in habitat management, listing of additional species will be greatly avoided.  Federal listing should be the last resort in the conservation of sensitive species.  There is a great need for NRCS to assist private landowners, the US Fish & Wildlife Service, the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish and other state agencies in developing and maintaining habitats to avoid federal listings.

In most cases habitat loss is the reason for the decline of the species.  Habitat loss results from many different causes and may be difficult to assess.  When a recovery plan is completed a list of recommended actions is developed.  These actions can be used by NRCS to assist landowners to improve habitat and help in the recovery of the species. The life history work has already been done by other groups and agencies, and there is a need for assistance in getting improvements on the ground.  NRCS can work with FWS and landowners to accomplish long term benefits using contracts through WHIP and Partners for Wildlife.

WHIP can play an important role in implementation of conservation strategies designed to prevent the listing of these sensitive species.  Again, “getting ahead of the curve” in realizing a species is in decline and assisting in its habitat needs thru WHIP.

3.  PARTNERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Several opportunities exist for partnership development or improvement.  Some MOUs are already in place with organizations such as the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Bat Conservation International, National Wild Turkey Federation, New Mexico Audubon and Ducks Unlimited.  Many other organizations could be involved with partnering.  Some of these are Trout Unlimited, Pheasants Forever, American Bird Conservancy, Partners in Flight, Playa Lakes Joint Venture.  NRCS in New Mexico is already working with the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish and with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on various habitat projects.   The Intermountain West Joint Venture provides funds for private land projects, on any kind of habitat.  The Playa Lakes Joint Venture primarily fund playas and wetlands type projects.  

Several Native American Tribes are cooperators of long standing and provide many resources for projects including funding studies and inventories, labor, consultants.  Projects are in the initial stages of planning, which are eligible for WHIP and have the support of the Tribal Councils.  

New Mexico Department of Game and Fish has proactive programs throughout the gamut of wildlife habitat.  We have cooperated on projects in the past and fully expect to do so again.  WHIP ties in with their programs at several levels and areas.  The Game and Fish Department and their sensitive species staff has also expressed interest in providing technical assistance in habitat planning and asked to provide plans to NRCS for this program.  The Biota Information System of New Mexico can also be used to determine documented occurrences of special status species.  

The response from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to cooperating on joint plans has been positive.  The Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program will be useful as a matching source on riparian areas, endangered species habitats, and others.  NRCS has worked with them on several projects in the last few years.  

Bat Conservation International provides some services to individuals and specific projects on a limited basis.  Trout Unlimited could be used for labor and some funds for stream improvement situations.  Ducks Unlimited is active on a small scale and assists with planning wetland conservation.  The New Mexico Audubon is knowledgeable and active on all bird species.  The North American Wetland Conservation Act has a grants program for wetland improvements, which is available for cost share.  The National Wild Turkey Federation is now active in NM and is soliciting working partnership with NRCS. The North American Migratory Bird Treaty Act has cost share projects for upland habitats.  The Mule Deer Foundation is also available to cooperate in projects.  
4.  APPLICATION / RANKING PROCESS   

    Application

· Form AD-1153 (NRCS LTP – 2)

· At NRCS offices, USDA service Centers.

· Signed application is consent for NRCS to enter the property for 



 planning.

    NRCS Employees 



- soils



- range sites



- map with GPS

- WHEGs (Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide sheets) for project species.  If   

   no WHEG is available must call a Biologist.



- Must plan to supply limiting habitat needs for selected species on the property.  



- Evaluate needs based on WHEG findings.  



- Cost estimates and cost/acre.



- Conservation plan with habitat evaluations. 

- Contract forms AD-1154 with Special Provisions attached.

- Contract Support Document with amounts and costs and cost shares outlined



- Complete ranking process (form)



- Submit to State Office (Program Manager) for state ranking.

5.  MEASURING PROGRAM SUCCESS
· Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guides (WHEG): 

- before and at the close out of the Contract

· Photo points to compare to benchmark conditions, to be used with data from other      

          methods.  

· Frequency Transects as appropriate for ecosystem health determinations.

· Wildlife surveys as appropriate to determine change in use of habitat  - wildlife counts,     

          call counts, scat counts, track counts.

6.  FUNDING REQUEST FOR NEW MEXICO
    NRCS PORTION


Financial Assistance -  80%                                                               = $640,000


Technical Assistance - 20%                                                               = $160,000



TOTAL FUNDING REQUEST FROM WHIP                     = $800,000
7.  PARTICIPANT RESOURCES
Resources provided by the partners involved in WHIP Program are as follows:


Landowners - FA $ (25%), labor, equipment. 


Indian tribes - FA $ (25%), labor, equipment, consultants studies and 
 
                        
                      inventories, materials, and technical planners,  


Agencies - FA $ (25 - 50%), technical planners.

    MATCHING RESOURCES


TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE  



Landowners - In Kind =$20,000. 



NM Dept. G and F - Biologist planners = $5,000.



FWS - Partners planning = $ 30,000.



Playa Lakes Joint Venture - technical assistance = $30,000

Intermountain Joint Venture – technical assistance = $5,000



National Wild Turkey Federation – technical assistance  =  $20,000



Mule Deer Foundation -  =  $5,000



Lesser Prairie Chicken Group - technical assistance = $30,000


TOTAL VALUE OF PARTNERS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE       =  $145,000

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE



Landowners - 25% = $ 160,000



FWS Partners Program = $30,000

Playa Lakes Joint Venture = $5,000

Intermountain Joint Venture = $5,000


TOTAL VALUE OF PARTNERS FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE   = $200,000

GRAND TOTAL  - VALUE OF ALL SOURCES                          = $1,145,000
8. ACCOMPLISHMENTS - to date with previous WHIP funding.

New Mexico has 118 active contracts on 100,000 acres.  The average is 11 contracts per year with more or less $11,000 per contract.


FY 1998 allocation  -  $442,000 


FY 1999 allocation  -  $260,000


FY 2000 allocation  -  $107,226 (includes a special allocation of $75,000). 


FY 2001 allocation  -  $83,000


FY 2002 allocation  -  $122,000

 Three predominant practices have been water developments, upland wildlife habitat management and livestock exclusion fence. 
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6200 Jefferson NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico  87109

Phone:  (505) 761-4400   Fax:  (505) 761-4402

Web site:  www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Date:      January 2003                                                                    FOR

                                                                                                   IMMEDIATE

                                                                             RELEASE

Contact Name:   

NRCS  Announces Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program Sign-up

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) announces a sign-up period to accept applications for financial and technical assistance under the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP).  



WHIP is a voluntary program of granting cost-share dollars to help you install wildlife habitat  improvements to your unit of land. The (NRCS) provides technical and financial assistance to landowners and others to develop upland, wetland, riparian, and aquatic habitat areas on your property.  WHIP cost-shares conservation practices at 75%, the landowners portion is 25%.  Cost share is for many varied practices such as: brush management, irrigation pipelines, fencing, water developments, livestock pipelines, erosion control, tree and shrub establishment, and so on…


Eligibility is for anyone who owns or controls land.  Eligible land includes cropland, rangeland, pasture, forestland, and other lands where the primary use is for wildlife.  The NRCS must develop a Conservation Plan with you on your unit.  From this Plan, important items are selected to go to the cost-share application, and costs are figured, along with final designs.  All proposals are evaluated and ranked using a weighted process that prioritizes eligible projects.  Once selected, entities sign a WHIP Agreement; which is the legal contract with NRCS of 5 to 10 years, establishing practices to be installed, funding amounts, and time-tables.  


For additional information and application forms contact the                                  field office of the USDA NRCS; at phone number 

_____________________________________________________________________________________The USDA prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA< Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326/w, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call(202) 720-5984 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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