News Release



     
District Conservationist


(505)
     
-
     


(CITY)     , New Mexico, Feb 12, 2003 - USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service State Conservationist Rosendo Treviño III today announced that the agency is accepting applications for financial assistance under its Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).  The application deadline is March 14, 2002.  This program is authorized by the 2002 Farm Bill.  


The proposed rule that governs EQIP has also been released for public comment.  It can be viewed at http://nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill/2002.


"This program is extremely important to farmers and ranchers in the       Conservation District(s)," District Conservationist       said.  "If they are new to the program we need to help them develop a conservation plan that gives them options.  We help develop options, they make the decision about which conservation practices are right for them."

Last year New Mexico farmers and ranchers received $10.5 million in financial assistance through EQIP to install conservation practices and equipment on their private working lands, and additional funds for ground and surface water conservation on the New Mexico High Plains.  EQIP provides cost-share funding to make conservation improvements that impact water quality, mitigate soil erosion, improve grazing, enhance wildlife habitat, improve animal waste storage facilities, and make other conservation advancements on private land.

EQIP is a voluntary program that promotes environmental quality and assists producers to meet their conservation goals.

"In this drought farmers and ranchers must work harder than ever to conserve resources and maintain their financial viability,"       (DC) said.  "EQIP is the backbone of the 2002 Farm Bill and can help in this situation."  

Additional information about EQIP and other conservation programs is available from the       Conservation District Office at (505)   -    .

