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NEW MEXICO BULLETIN NO. 300-3-11

SUBJECT:  LTP - ADDITIONAL DRAFT SUPPLEMENTS FOR THE EQIP MANUAL.

TO:  All Field Office Employees

Purpose.  To supply supplement of the EQIP Manual to field.

Expiration Date.  September 30, 2003

This bulletin provides a list of additional draft supplements to the EQIP manual for NRCS in New Mexico.  These will be finalized when the EQIP Manual is finalized by the National Office.

Also attached is the MOU between NRCS and FSA that provides the agreement on assignment of responsibilities between NRCS and FSA.

If you have question on these items, contact Mike Neubeiser or Ken Leiting.

ROSENDO TREVIÑO III

State Conservationist

New Mexico

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

Additional Draft State Supplements

March 2003

This is a list of additional draft state supplements to the EQIP manual for New Mexico.  These will be finalized when the national EQIP manual has been finalized by National Headquarters.

Payment Limitations per Practice per Contract:

Designated Conservationists, with LWG recommendation, may propose to the State Conservationist a payment limitation per practice per contract for the LWG area.  This limitation would be for the sum of all Contract Items that have the same practice in a contract.  The limitation would be set no lower than $50,000.  The recommendation would include whether limitation applies to Tribal Venture and Joint Agreement Contracts.

Irrigation Systems – Sprinkler Hardware

Designated Conservationists, with LWG recommendation, may propose to the State Conservationists to provide for cost-share assistance on sprinkler hardware.  The following requirements must be met to be eligible:

· Systems must be converting from surface systems.

· The most efficient system for the site and soils must be installed.

· No additional acres will be brought under irrigation.

· Land made idle due to the conversion must be protected from soil erosion.

Ineligible items include:

· Used equipment.

· Components to the sprinkler that reduce the overall efficiency of the complete system. (i.e., end guns)

· Components that have no relationship to improving efficiency and are production or convenience only items. (i.e., control boxes beyond the basic system.)

· Replacement of existing systems with new equipment.  (Conversion to LEPA may be considered if the old system was not a LEPA system.)

 Conversions of existing sprinklers to LEPA systems will be eligible.

Irrigation Systems – Gated Pipe Hardware:

Designated Conservationists, with LWG recommendation, may propose to the State Conservationist to provide cost share assistance on gated pipe hardware.  This must be a new installation, based on renovation of an irrigation system.  The proposal must include a method to monitor that the gated pipe remains on the site where designed for use or in the planned storage area during the non-irrigation season.

Irrigation Systems – Land Leveling:

Land leveling is eligible for cost-share assistance under EQIP.  The land leveling must be for a reorganization of the irrigation system.  The life span requirements must be met on land leveled in the past under other cost-share programs to be eligible in EQIP. Reorganization, to be eligible, includes some or all of the following changes:  

· Major change in slope of the fields.

· Change in border width and/or length of run.

· Establishment of new delivery systems to the fields.

· Development of a new system for timing of water on the fields.

(Note that simple touch up of an existing system during the life span of the practice is not eligible for cost-share assistance.)
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