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Applications:

· Applications to be taken on Form AD-1153.

· FSA or NRCS may take the application.

· FSA to ensure Compliance and AGI provisions are met.

· NRCS to do the Ranking

Ranking of GRP applications:

· A New Mexico GRP Ranking Criteria has been developed, reviewed and approved by FSA and NRCS.

· Ranking should be completed in the office.  No field visits should be necessary.

· Ranking should probably be complete while the applicant is in the office.

Funds for FY 2003

· National funding for the GRP is at $49 million.

· New Mexico funding is unknown at this time.  (Maybe about $0.5-1.0 million).

Overview:

· Authorized in the 2002 Farm Bill

· Voluntary Program

· For private land.

· Restores and conserves rangeland and improved pasture.

· Uses easements, rental agreements and restoration agreements.

· Goal of 2 million acres in current Farm Bill.

For FY 2003:

· Interim final rule out for comments.  Program can be implemented, but revised for FY 2004.

· $49 million available nationwide.

· Secretary has announced a nationwide program for FY 2003.

· Applications being accepted beginning June 30, 2003.

Administration:

· Joint Farm Service Agency and 


Natural Resources Conservation Service

· FSA has lead on rental agreements.

NRCS has lead on easement projects.

Program Emphasis:

· Preserve high quality grasslands, land that contains forbs, and shrublands.

· Help eligible landowners, conserve and protect eligible lands that are subject to risk of conversion.

· Support grazing operations.

· Maintain and improve plant and animal bio diversity.

Enrollment Options:

· Easement Option

· Permanent

· 30-year

· Payment will not exceed the fair market value of the land minus the grazing value.

· Rental agreements

· 10, 15, 20, 30 year agreements

· Payment will be 75% of the grazing value of the land under contract.  ($5-6 per acre per year in New Mexico.)

Program Eligibility:

· Applicants apply for easements and rental agreements.
· Restoration agreements are used in conjunction with easements or rental agreements.
· Offers must include no less than 40 contiguous acres.
· Ranking criteria to consider:
· Support for grazing operations
· Plant and animal biodiversity
· Land under greatest threat of conversion 
· Conversion threat to include agriculture or non-agriculture uses or from native species to non-native species.
Program Allowed Uses:

· Common grazing practices.

· Haying, mowing, or harvesting for seed production.

· Fire rehabilitation and the construction of fire breaks and fences.

· Participants will be required to follow a conservation plan.

Program Prohibited uses:

· Production of crops, fruit trees, vineyards, or any other agricultural commodity that requires breaking the soil surface.

· Any other activity that would disturb the surface of the land.

Eligible Land:

· Privately owned land is eligible.

· No national limit on amount of land that can be offered.  (State can set a limit.) 

· Rangeland

· Improved pastureland, that will maintain grassland functions and values.

· Savannas and shrublands

· Riparian Areas.

Ineligible Land:

· Publicly owned land.

· Land where restoration potential is not adequate to meet the objectives of the program.

· Land where deed restrictions prohibit use of the land that would defeat any of the purposes of GRP.

· Land without right of access.

· Land on which hazardous materials have been identified.

Landowner and Tenant Eligibility:

· Subject to Conservation Compliance Provisions.  (Highly Erodible land and Swampbuster)

· Adjusted Gross Income Provisions Apply.  (Where AGI is $2.5m or greater, 75% of AGI must be from ag sources.)

· Only landowners can submit applications for easements.

· Both landowners and operators can submit applications for rental agreements.  Both parties must sign the contract.

Ranking Criteria Development:

· All projects must go through the ranking process.

· For FY 2003 priority given to applications of existing grasslands and those applications that do not require restoration cost-share assistance.

· At least 55% of the points must be for risk of conversion.

· For FY 2003, strive to develop criteria that does not require a field visits.

Ranking Considerations:

· Land is part of an existing grazing operation.

· Risk of conversion from grassland to cropland or non-agriculture use.

· Location significance.  (Adjacent to other protected sites.)

· Site serves as habitat or contains plants critical to maintain biodiversity.

· Site needs restoration.

· Operation and maintenance requirements.

· Likelihood that the site will retain its habitat functions and values after the easement or agreement period ends.

· Partnership contributions that reduce USDA’s costs.

 New Mexico Program for FY 2003:
· Implement as one state wide program.

· Use the 40 acres size as a minimum.

· No maximum size of offer to accept.

· Establish August 1st as the end of an evaluation period.

· Easement and rental agreements applications will compete together in one ranking criteria.

