
GRASSLAND  RESERVE  PROGRAM  -  GRP

FARM  SERVICE AGENCY  &  NATURAL  RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
NEW  MEXICO  2003  RANKING  SCORE  SHEET

(Attach to the Application Form AD-1153)

Owners Name: _____________________________________   Date: ________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

Contact Name: ___________________________  Farm # ________ Tract # __________

Phone Number(s): ________________________________________________________

County: ___________________   Present Land Use: _____________________________

Acreage Offered: ___________________    Total acres in operating Unit: _____________   

Enrollment Option (check one):    Permanent Easement ____;  30-Year Easement ____;

Rental Agreements:   30-Year ____;     20-Year ____;     15-Year ____;     10-Year ____

Land is Eligible:   Yes ____    No ____         is greater than 40 acres and is grassland; land that contains forbs; shrubland, including improved rangeland and pastureland; or, land that is located in an area

that has been historically dominated by grassland, forbs or shrubland when these lands have the potential to enhance plant and animal biodiversity.  Is not enrolled in any other easement or set aside program.  Is private 

or Tribal lands and has control of the land.   Note: In 2003 only existing grasslands are eligible.
Attach a map showing the location of the area being offered.

Summary of Ranking Component Scores:

     Maximum

Actual



(List total score for each section from pages 2 and 3.  Then total.)
Component

A.  Threat of Conversion
         110

______





B.  Grazing Operations

10

______





C.  Reduced USDA Costs
   
5

______





D.  Easement Type


10

______

E.  Biodiversity


50

______




F.  Location Significance

15

______

Total
          200

______

____________________________________________________________________
Date: _____________

Signature – NRCS Technician doing Ranking

____________________________________________________________________
Date: _____________
Signature – NRCS Designated Conservationist

_____________________________________________________________
Date: ________________

Signature - Landowner












Points

A.  THREAT OF CONVERSION (Score in only one of the 5 listed areas) 
(An actively developing urban area for purposes of this ranking critera is any village, town,

 or city organized under New Mexico state law that has experienced an increase in construction 

of homes and businesses at a rate greater than 1% each year over the last 5 years.)
.

1.   Land is located within the limits of an actively developing 

____   90

urban area.  



2. Land is located outside the limits, but within the

extraterritorial area of an actively developing urban area.

____  110

3. Land is located outside the limits or the 


<2 miles
____
90   

extraterritorial area of an actively developing 
        2 -10 miles 
____
70

urban area.
                     


      10 -20 miles
____
50




      




     20 - 30 miles
____
30

             
       





     30 - 40 miles
____
10









         > 40 miles
____
 0


4.  Land is located near an existing developing
          < 2 miles
____
90


     area but is not an urban area.


         2 -5 miles
____
70









      5 - 10 miles
____
50









   20 – 30 miles
____
30










        > 30 miles
____
 0


5.  Potential to be converted from Grassland to 

     other agricultural uses, such as Cropland.  



(For Cropland, must have soils suitable for cropland)
 

(For irrigated cropland, must have water rights)



Land within 1 mile radius has been converted
____
90





Land 1 – 10 miles radius has been converted
____
60





         Land 10 – 20 miles from converted land
____
30





              Land > 20 miles from converted land
____
 0

B.  GRAZING OPERATIONS (land that is being grazed by livestock)


Is or will be part of an existing grazing operation     -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -    ____  10


Not or will not be part of an existing grazing operation   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -    ____   0

C.  REDUCED USDA COSTS


Partnership Funding and Involvement: (includes agencies, groups 

or organizations)  List them ________________________________




       ________________________________





In-kind services or funding contributions:

Partners provide >50% of GRP costs


____   5




Partners provide 10-50% of GRP costs


____   3




Partners are involved in planning, management,

____   1

    and monitoring or other non-cost shared projects.

No Partners are involved.
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -
____   0

D.  EASEMENT TYPE


Permanent Easement   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   

____  10 


30-year Easement     -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -

____    8


30-year Rental agreement   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -

____    6 


20-year Rental agreement   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -

____    4 


15-year Rental agreement   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -

____    2 


10-year Rental agreement   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -

____   0         

E.  BIODIVERSITY (Score and total all of the 4 listed areas.)
1.  Habitat types present:   

5 Ecological Sites Present         
____ 15  







4 Ecological Sites Present

____ 12







3 Ecological Sites Present

____  9







2 Ecological Sites Present

____  6







1 Ecological Site  Present

____  3

2.  Sensitive Species





2 or more 
____   15
Federal list, State list, Tribal list 


1 species
____   7


List species: __________________________
       none
____   0

(“Sensitive Species are federal, state or tribal threatened, endangered or candidate species, 

or species being investigated for listing under the New Mexico Wildlife Conservation Act.” (The NM WCA

doesn’t have a category of  “candidate” species for species under investigation.)


3.  Likelihood that site will retain habitat functions & 
       

values after easement or agreement period ends.



Additional Conservation easement established after



GRP contract expires and/or purchases agreement



exists by interested partner such as the land trusts, 
City Open Space, State Game and Fish protected areas 

etc., that will maintain grassland post GRP.



____    5



Likelihood high that site will not retain habitat 



Function post GRP.






____
0

4.  Grassland:  



Percent of historic climax plant community that 
     > 50%  
____   5

is present as per Ecological Site Description.
     < 50%
____   1


Native species predominant 
      -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -
____ 10



Introduced species predominant  
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -
____   0








Sub Total (1+2+3+4)
______

F.  LOCATION SIGNIFICANCE (Score and total all 3 listed areas.)

1.  Location:

Immediately contiguous to another protected area 
(WRP, National
Grassland, National Park, 
US Forest Lands, BLM Lands, State Game and Fish 

protected areas, etc)



-  -  -  -  -  -  - -  -  - 
_____ 6


Less than 3 miles to another protected area    -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   
____   3



Greater than 3 miles to another protected area  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  
____   0

2.  Pristiness (lack of roads or land disturbing activities)
         Yes
____   4










          No
____   0


3.  Societal Benefits: 

Area will be used for education, or demonstrations


____   2



Area will not be used for education or demonstrations

____   0









Sub Total (1+2+3)
______
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1

