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6200 Jefferson NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico  87109

Phone:  (505) 761-4400   Fax:  (505) 761-4462

Web site:  www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
July 9, 2003

NEW MEXICO BULLETIN NO.  450-3-02

SUBJECT:  TCH - Labor and Machinery cost estimating tools

TO:  All Employees

Purpose.  To advise all employees Labor and Machinery cost estimating tools have been added to the FOTG Section I Social and Economic Resources.

Expiration Date.  September 30, 2003

Labor and Machinery cost estimating tools have been added to the FOTG Section I Social and Economic Resources.  Follow this link for labor and this link for machinery cost.  These two spreadsheets are optional, and may be used as a guide in evaluating producer costs and materials bills.

The first workbook, is a large (more than 3 mb) file called "1-labor.xls", which includes two worksheets:  

· The first sheet in this workbook "Typical New Mexico Wage Rates" includes an exhaustive list of NM professions/labor classifications (e.g. "plumber", "engineer, agricultural"), as well as median (average), 25th and 75th percentile variables for each profession/classification. 


· The second sheet in this workbook "Estimate Wages" includes a simple user dependant spreadsheet that allows the user to estimate wages for a given set of assumptions by selecting a profession, entering a number of hours, and selecting a wage type. 

The second workbook, a much smaller and more quickly downloaded file, is "entitled 2-equiptment-rental-costs.xls."  This file contains three worksheets:

· The first worksheet, titled "Calculate Equipment," is a simple user dependant spreadsheet that allows users to estimate wages for a given set of assumptions by selecting a machinery type, entering a number of days at the site (which would include down time) and the hours of actual operation, the method of delivery to the site and the distance from the storage yard.

· The second worksheet, titled "Equipment Rentals" is a simple table showing daily and weekly rental rates.

· The third worksheet, entitled "Internal Lookups" documents some of the simple travel and delivery related assumptions used in the "Calculate Equipment" page.

Questions or comments on these tools should be directed to Seth Fiedler (505) 761-4416.
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