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§NM521.01           Pollution abatement in conservation operations
(a) Planning.  The NRCS may provide the following technical assistance to operators in order to develop waste management plans, Nutrient Management Plans, and Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans, as personnel are available:

(1) Gather and assemble readily available resource data found in the Field Office.  This will normally include soil, plant, climatic, and animal waste data; and crop nutrient and water balance data for the planned soils, crops, and livestock operation.

(2) Alternative waste management and disposal methods are to be considered and compared for environmental effects.  Alternatives are to be discussed with the landowner/operator.

(3) The planning objective is to assist operators to adopt a resource management system (RMS) so all conservation concerns are addressed appropriately.  As a minimum, the plan will be developed in conservation plan format.  The plan must include a waste management system that incorporates conservation practices necessary to properly manage waste and prevent degradation of soil, water, air, plant, animal, and human resources.  The plan must also include an appropriate operation and maintenance guide.  Conservation practices may include Composting Facility (317), Manure Transfer (634), Waste Storage Facility (313), Waste Treatment Lagoon (359), Waste Utilization (633), Wastewater Treatment Strip (635), and others.

(b) Design.  All designs must be approved by a professional engineer licensed by the State of New Mexico.  If the operator requests NRCS to prepare the design, he/she is to be advised that the request will be processed by NRCS through a priority system and an overall work load analysis.  The operator may wish to utilize the services of a private engineering firm for design.  The operator is to be made aware that there is a Technical Service Provider program that may be able to assist the operator in obtaining the necessary design.
(1) Form NM-ENG-252, Request for Engineering Services, is to be used to obtain design approval.  NRCS personnel may, upon advanced approval by the State Conservation Engineer, provide detailed design and installation services for waste transfer, waste storage, and/or waste treatment facilities.  The Area Conservationist must determine the availability of qualified NRCS design personnel within their Area.

(2) Priority will be given to requests based on the following order:

(i) Where NRCS program funds are approved for the practices, with practices funded in prior years’ having a higher priority.

(ii) An existing facility will have a higher priority than a new facility.

(iii) A facility under a deadline to meet local, state, or federal permit requirements.

(3) All design computations are to be checked by a qualified technician or engineer prior to being sent to the State Conservation Engineer for approval.

(4) It is the policy of NRCS New Mexico to require a synthetic liner for any pond used for a Composting Facility (317), Waste Storage Facility (313), or Waste Treatment Lagoon (359).  The lining requirements of Conservation Practice Standard 521A, Pond Sealing or Lining – Flexible Membrane, shall be met.  The choice of pond lining must be determined and adequately justified by the designer.  The operator must obtain approval from the New Mexico Environmental Department (NMED) in order to use any other pond lining material, such as bentonite or compacted clay.  Runoff ponds may not require lining but must comply with NMED requirements.
(5) The requirements for geologic investigation are contained in NEM Part 531, Geology, and Chapter 7 of the Agricultural Waste Management Field Handbook.  The investigation must be performed by personnel trained to recognize geologic hazards. 

(6) The New Mexico Dam Safety and Operation Criteria contains requirements of the New Mexico Office of the State Engineer.  

(7) The designer may assist the operator to provide the following to the New Mexico Environmental Department:

(i) All documents pertinent to the design and construction drawings necessary to secure needed permits for the waste management system.

(ii) Site specific detailed geologic and soils investigation, topographic survey, detailed design, drawings, and specifications for the system. 

(iii) The operation and maintenance guide and monitoring plan for the waste management system.

(c) Installation.  All installations must be certified by a professional engineer, licensed to practice in New Mexico.  Inspection and certification of components installed under this policy must be by qualified personnel as indicated by current job approval authority and/or accepted certifications.

(d) Operation and maintenance.  The designer is to provide and review the operation and maintenance plan with the owner/operator.

(e) Cost sharing.  When cost sharing is involved, and the final design, drawings, specifications, and operation and management plan have been prepared by a consultant, the NRCS shall review and approve the consultant’s work, prior to construction, unless the consultant is registered under the Technical Service Provider Registry (TechReg) program.  Upon acceptance of the design for cost share, a letter will be issued by NRCS to the owner/operator, approving the design and establishing the construction quality assurance methods.  Upon completion of construction, certification by NRCS may be by acceptance of documentation of others or by on-site NRCS inspection.  If the consultant is registered under TechReg, no NRCS certification is necessary.
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