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September 8, 2004
NEW MEXICO BULLETIN NO.  290-4-02
SUBJECT:   INV- Conservation Effects assessment project (CEAP) FY2005 Activities
TO:   All Field Offices
Purpose.  To inform field offices of the CEAP FY 2005 Activities. 
Expiration Date.  December 31, 2004
In October through December 2004, the National Agricultural Statistical Service (NASS) will again be conducting interviews of about 85 farmers in 23 counties in New Mexico to obtain information for the NRI-CEAP study.  This survey primarily contains questions relative to program participation, structural practices, and resource concerns addressed.  Field office assistance will be required to complete the questions about conservation practices and program participation contained within the NRI-CEAP survey questionnaire.  Attached is the CEAP NRCS Supplemental Survey questionnaire this will give you some idea of general questions that may arise regarding conservation practices and other sections of the questionnaire.  Time required of field staff to obtain information from field office records is estimated to be about 15 to 20 minutes per farm or less than three hours per county.

In order to better support the NRI-CEAP effort and the principle partners (NRCS, NASS, FSA, and ARS), Ken Walker, Area Conservationist, and Gerald Stratton, Soil Scientist/NRI Coordinator, will provide assistance and answer questions arising from the NRI-CEAP farmer questionnaire. 

NASS enumerators will be visiting field offices during the period from October to December 2004 to obtain specific information about: (1) whether or not the selected NRI point/field has a conservation plan; (2) what programs are associated with the conservation plan; (3) what year the conservation plan (or plans) was originally approved; (4) what is the year of the most recent update to the plan; (5) what resource concerns are addressed by the plan; and (6) what are the structural practices included in the plan.

Enumerator visits to field offices will occur concurrently with farmer interviews.  Enumerators have been instructed by NASS to set up appointments for data collection prior to arriving at
(MORE)

-2-

NRCS Field Office locations.  The enumerators will provide operator name, FSA Field and Tract number, and aerial photography staff to help identify field locations and assist with accessing the proper records.

Concerns have been raised by NRI and Field Office staff regarding access to NRI location data and Field Office case files/records by NASS enumerators. The NRI-CEAP farmer survey data collection effort has been contracted through NASS for several reasons:  (1) NASS has the legislative authority to conduct these kinds of surveys (NRCS does not), (2) NASS has the staff, survey methodology, and the expertise (recognized experts in this field) to conduct a survey of this scope and magnitude and, (3) data confidentiality is a cornerstone/foundation requirement of all of their surveys (even more restrictive than those imposed on PSU and point location information by the NRI).

There are several basic concepts to consider in the NRI-CEAP NASS data collection phase of this project. NASS is not collecting data for NASS. They are collecting data for NRCS. When they visit our field offices they will be collecting and aggregating NRCS data for NRCS in support of the NRI-CEAP effort.  Even though we are contracting them to do this work, they are still held to the same strict rules of data confidentiality that they would be for any of their projects. NASS enumerators understand data confidentiality issues very well and have been working under these strict guidelines and rules for years. They have also been informed of the specific confidentiality issues surrounding the NRI and NRCS Field Office records.

The NRCS has approved the NRI location materials used by NASS enumerators for this project. We have also approved the questionnaire and set of questions that they will be asking our field office staff, NRCS field office staff should have no reservations with providing the requested cooperator file information to NASS enumerators. All data collected by NASS is confidential information and the confidentiality concerns of both agencies have been addressed.

Your support for this very important initiative and the Agency partnership effort to quantify and estimate the outcomes of environmental benefits tour conservation programs is appreciated. Attached is the listing of farmers and counties and a fact sheet providing additional information. 
               /s/
ROSENDO TREVIÑO III

State Conservationist
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