Attachment #1
NRI-CEAP Study Counties
NEW MEXICO

	FIPS Code
	County
	No. Farmer Surveys

	35001
	Bernalillo
	1

	35005
	Chaves
	1

	35007
	Colfax
	1

	35009
	Curry
	13

	35011
	De Baca
	1

	35013
	Dona Ana
	10

	35015
	Eddy
	3

	35017
	Grant
	1

	35021
	Harding
	1

	35023
	Hidalgo
	4

	35025
	Lea
	4

	35029
	Luna
	5

	35031
	McKinley
	1

	35035
	Otero
	1

	35037
	Quay
	5

	35041
	Roosevelt
	11

	35043
	Sandoval
	2

	35045
	San Juan
	6

	35047
	San Miguel
	1

	35051
	Sierra
	1

	35053
	Socorro
	2

	35057
	Torrance
	2

	35059
	Union
	8

	Total
	23 Counties
	85 Farmer Surveys


Attachment #2

Measuring Environmental Outcomes Associated with Conservation Practices:

The National Resources Inventory-Conservation Effects Assessment Project

(NRI-CEAP)

Purpose of NRI-CEAP

The 2002 Farm Bill substantially increased funding for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and provided continued funding for other conservation programs.  NRCS needs to provide OMB, legislators, and others interested in environmental issues an accounting of the benefits obtained from these expenditures.

· National–level estimates, annual reports starting in 2005.

· Multi-agency effort; USDA collaborators include FSA, ARS, NASS, and CSREES.

· Land uses include:  cropland and CRP, grazing lands and agro-forestry, and wetlands.

· Benefit categories include:  water quality, soil quality (including erosion and carbon storage), wildlife habitat, air quality, and water use conservation (including flood and drought protection).

· Forums throughout the course of the project will be held to obtain comments and suggestions from other agencies, academic institutions, special interest groups, and the public.

National Assessment
· The NRI is the sampling base for estimating benefits of conservation practices.

· NRCS and FSA provide performance reporting data (number or acres of practices implemented).

· NASS provides data needed on farming activities and conservation practices at NRI points.

· ARS, NRCS, and Texas A&M provide model estimates of environmental benefits.

· The initial focus of the project is on water quality (nutrients and sediment), soil quality, and water conservation on cropland because the modeling technology for estimating these benefits at the national level is presently available.

· Estimates of benefits for wildlife habitat, air quality, reductions in pesticide losses from farm fields, grazing lands, and wetlands will come later in the project as approaches are developed and appropriate national-level models and databases are constructed.

Watershed Studies
· Watershed studies compliment the national assessment by providing more in-depth assessment of water quality and other benefits at a finer scale of resolution than is possible for the national assessment.

· Watersheds will be selected where there is already on-going work; funding will be provided to adapt the watershed models for the specific purpose of evaluating benefits associated with implementation of conservation practices.  There are 3 categories of watersheds to be selected:

· ARS research watersheds where conservation effects projects are underway.

· Strategic, or targeted, watersheds where ongoing research is particularly appropriate for demonstrating the environmental benefits of conservation programs.

· Watersheds selected through the CSREES Competitive Grants Initiative within the CSREES Watersheds Program.

Involvement of NRCS State Office

· Participate in the training of NASS enumerators prior to implementing farmer surveys each fall.

· Provide assistance to NASS as needed during the editing phase of the survey (help deciphering questionable responses related to the farmer’s conservation plan).

· Assist in future data collection efforts at NRI points (expanded NRI on-site data collection) to address benefits for grazing lands and wetlands (data needs not yet defined).[image: image1.png]



