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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
October 28, 2003

NEW MEXICO BULLETIN NO. 300-4-02

SUBJECT: LTP-EQIP-POLICY ON WAIVERS TO START A PRACTICE WITHOUT A CONTRACT. 

TO:  Field Offices and Area Conservationists

Purpose.  To provide a reminder on current policy.

Expiration Date.  September 30, 2004

We have received a few requests for waivers with regard to starting a practice without an approved contract.

Since we do not have a final program manual for EQIP under the 2002 Farm Bill, we must fall back to the 1996 program manual.  Under the 1996 program manual New Mexico implemented supplemental policy (NM 515.81l) with regard to this subject.  (This should be in your 1996 manual on a green sheet).  

Supplemental policy states “Waivers will be considered on a case by case basis.  Waivers will not be reviewed or considered until the NRCS Field Office and County FSA Office* have completed, concurred, and submitted the application ranking report to the State Office.  Management decisions by producers which create a need for practice implementation are not considered to be a ‘meritorious’ reason for granting a waiver.”

This continues to be the policy in New Mexico for addressing requests for waivers to start a practice without an approved contract.  You should inform producers who inquire about such waivers that they will not be reviewed or considered until after a Field Office has submitted their ranking report.  If they insist on submitting a written request to the State Office we will work with you to prepare a response.

*FSA is no longer involved in this process.

/s/

ROSENDO TREVIÑO III

State Conservationist
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