New Mexico

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Environmental Quality Incentives Program

Application Checklist – 11/2003

Applicants Name:__________________________
Field Office:____________________________
PRODUCER ELIGIBILITY

Applicant has been determined by the Farm Service Agency (FSA) as an eligible agricultural producer, including:

· The applicant has a current AD-1026 on file and is in compliance with HEL and Wetland Conservation Provisions.

· The applicant meets the Adjusted Gross Income requirements in 7 CFR 1400, Subpart G.

· The applicant has not exceeded the payment limitation requirements.

Applicant must provide a current AD-1026 obtained from the Farm Service Agency.

Applicant must provide a copy of a current CCC-526 obtained from the Farm Service Agency.

LAND ELIGIBILITY

The NRCS has determined that the land is eligible for the program meaning that agricultural commodities or livestock are produced on the land.  For irrigation related practices, the land must have been irrigated at least two out of the last five years prior to application.

Applicant must obtain a land eligible determination from the NRCS.
LAND OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL

The applicant must have control of the land for the contract period.  If the land is leased, and a structural practice will be installed, the landowner must provide written concurrence or sign the application.  Where the application includes publicly owned land, the conservation practices must directly benefit the privately owned agricultural land of the applicant.

Applicant must provide evidence of land ownership or lease.  If land is leased, land owner must sign the application or provide written authorization for the installation of structural practices.

STARTING PRACTICES

Practices started before a contract is approved are not eligible for EQIP financial assistance unless a waiver has been granted by the State Conservationist for meritorious reasons such as:

· To alleviate imminent and significant environmental problems

· To prevent endangerment to life or property

· Weather conditions

An applicant’s signature on the CCC-1200 application is certification of not having started a practice.  

EQIP RANKING CRITERIA WORKSHEET
Ranking sheets will be completed for each application that will be used to determine the priority applications for funding.  In order to complete the ranking sheets, information about the applicants operation including the resource problems, existing conservation practices, planned conservation practices and management activities is needed.  The information may be provided either in writing or through an interview process.
Applicant must provide all of the information needed by the District Conservationist to complete the local ranking sheet.
APPLICATION FORM AND APPENDIX

The CCC-1200 (form date of 5/23/03) and the CCC-1200 Appendix (form date of 5/22/03) are the current forms and must be reviewed and signed.

Applicant must provide a completed, signed CCC-1200 and CCC-1200 Appendix.
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