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6200 Jefferson NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico  87109

Phone:  (505) 761-4400   Fax:  (505) 761-4462

Web site:  www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
12/02/2003
NEW MEXICO BULLETIN NO. 300-4-05
SUBJECT:  LTP - ProTracts, PRS, SCIMS and LRA in New Mexico.

TO:  All Field Office
Purpose.  To advise all field office staff of ProTract, PRS SCIMS and LRA in New Mexico
Expiration Date.  September 30, 2004
Protracts is a web based module of software programs that NRCS will be using on a nation wide basis to take program applications, write contracts support documents, and manage funds for the EQIP and WHIP programs.  This tool will be used for these programs in the 2004 fiscal year and beyond. 

One of the requirements of the ProTracts program is to generate a list of people who have been certified in the USDAs’ Service Center Information Management System (SCIMS) database.  Only those people listed in SCIMS will be able to be selected for entering a contract application or receive a contract.  It is also a design feature of our new Progress Reporting System (PRS) that individual performance items will only be entered for those people listed in SCIMS. 

At present, NRCS has a system for giving one field office staff in each office access to the Local Registration Authority (LRA) in the E-Authentication system.  This system is used to give the public electronic access to the NRCS intranet thru my.nrcs.usda.gov.  This is not the same as SCIMS access; however, they can be merged to create one ID for a client.  When merged the client will have full access to the NRCS intranet and be able to submit electronic forms and receive payments.

Presently only Donna Randall and Kelley Mullen have SCIMS authority and John Tunberg is the NRCS SCIMS security manager for NM.  It is anticipated that NRCS field offices will need full access to the SCIMS national database. 

District Conservationists, who believe they will need full access to the SCIMS national database, should identify one individual for the field office and forward the name to their Area Conservationist.  Area Conservationists should forward all names to State Resource Conservationist Ken Leiting.  Those individuals selected will need to take a course and pass a test to qualify for access.  They will also be signing a letter of personal responsibility as to the quality of data they will be providing as this data is sensitive and among other uses, is used to issue all USDA farm program payments.

[image: image2.png]The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



more
-2-

All staff in the field office area are encouraged to become Local Registration Authority (LRA) in the E-Authentication system.  This will allow employees to obtain information on a client that is already in the system.  District Conservationists should send names of employees to receive LRA to their Area Conservationist, who will forward on to Ken Leiting.
If you have questions in this matter please contact John Tunberg at 761-4488.

/S/
ROSENDO TREVIÑO III
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State Conservationist
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