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February 11, 2004
NEW MEXICO BULLETIN NO. 300-4-07
SUBJECT:  LTP - WHIP – FY 2004 PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENT AND SCHEDULE
TO:  Area Conservationists

        Area Resource Conservationists

        District Conservationists


ACTION REQUIRED BY:  APRIL 30, 2004
Purpose.  To announce the WHIP Program and the 2004 Schedule

Expiration Date.  September 30, 2004

WHIP applications are received on a continuous basis.  A WHIP application batching period will end on April 2, 2004.  All applications received by Close-of-Business (COB) on April 2, 2004, including carry-over applications from 2003, will be ranked using the 2004 ranking criteria.  The 2004 ranking criteria are the same as that used in 2003.
All applications and rankings need to be entered into ProTracts by COB April 30, 2004.  A copy of all ranking worksheets must be submitted to the state office, either electronically or hard copy by COB April 30, 2004.
All applications received for this year should be entered into ProTracts.  Customer Service Toolkit will be used to develop the Conservation Plan that will form the basis for the WHIP contract.  ProTracts is planned to be used for tracking the funding of contracts.

The application forms to use for WHIP are in the process of changing.  For applications, use the CCC-1200 (same form as used for EQIP).  If you have taken applications using the AD-1153 (Same form used for WHIP last year) these applications are valid.  The individual will not need to reapply.  Please be certain that the applicant is provided a copy of the “Special Provisions to Form AD-1154.”  This contains some of the key information that an applicant needs in order to understand their contractual responsibilities.
Attached to this bulletin are the following:

FY 2004 WHIP State Plan

FY 2004 WHIP Ranking Criteria and Instructions

FY 2004 WHIP Itinerary and 2003 Highlights

Special Provisions to Form AD-1154

Field Office News Release (May be modified as deemed appropriate)

(MORE)

2

Instructions on the WHIP Cost List will be sent at a later date.  All practices listed in the Field Office Technical Guide are eligible for cost-sharing.  The cost-share rates have not yet been set but may mirror the rates set by the Local Work Groups for EQIP.  Land eligibility is limited to land on which wildlife is the primary use. 

Prior to 2003, contracts were limited to a maximum of $10,000.  Please remember that this limit is no longer in effect.  Our initial WHIP allocation is expected to be approximately $400,000, which is double the amount received last year.  

District Conservationists should ensure that adequate public notification about the batching period is made.   The attached news release may be used and modified as needed.  Other methods of public notification such as District and FSA newsletters should be used.  Personal contacts with New Mexico Game and Fish, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and members of local wildlife groups such as Ducks Unlimited, Pheasants Forever, Playa Lakes Joint Venture should also be used to generate interest in the program.
Please remember that USDA employees are prohibited from providing technical services, developing ranking criteria, and reviewing applications under Farm Bill Programs, including WHIP, on land in which they or members of their immediate family have a financial interest.  Contact your Area Conservationist if a situation such as this is likely to occur.
Additional information about WHIP and copies of current forms can be found on the NRCS National web site under Farm Bill Programs, WHIP.  Please refer to this site or the ProTracts site for updates.  Currently, “Sign-up Information” for WHIP on the National web-site is unavailable, probably due to changes that are being made in the forms.  The ProTracts web site should be updated with the new forms for WHIP sometime during the week of February 9.  When we have confirmation that the changes have been finalized, we will direct you to the web-site to update the forms that are being used.  As changes in forms are made, please remember that any signatures obtained on forms that were current at the time of signature, will remain useable.
If you have any questions, please contact John Gleim at 505-761-4445 or Mike Neubeiser 

at 505-761-4419.

JOHN GLEIM
Assistant State Conservationist (Programs)
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