(Revision 2-2-2004)

WILDLIFE HABITAT INCENTIVES PROGRAM

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

NEW MEXICO RANKING CRITERIA - 2004
	Owners Name:
	     
	Date:
	     

	Address:
	     

	     

	Contact Name:
	     

	Phone Number(s)
	     
	Tract #
	     

	Wildlife Species:
	     

	     

	Sensitive Species: (list them)
	     

	Total Cost to WHIP:  $
	     

	Total Acres in Operating Unit:
	     
	Acres to be enrolled:
	     

	Percent of Total Acres to be enrolled in WHIP:
	     
	%

	Wildlife Limiting Factors and Habitat Improvement Needs: (Practices) 
	     

	     

	     

	     

	Ranking Personnel:
	(List individual and agency affiliation)

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     

	
	     


Footnote:  “Sensitive species are federal, state or tribal threatened, endangered or candidate species, or species being investigated for listing under the New Mexico Wildlife Conservation Act.”  (The NM WCA doesn’t have a category of “candidate” species for species under investigation.
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Circle point score for each item below. 
 See Instruction sheet at end for details. 

Points 

1. New Mexico WHIP Priorities improved: (Check one top priority)                              

	- Priorities:
	mixed grass/shrub/prairie
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
20

	
	riparian
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
18

	
	forest/shrub
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
15

	
	wildlife water
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
12

	
	wetlands
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
12

	- Non-Priority
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5


2. Number of habitat types improved.  (e.g. riparian, aquatic, grassland, forest, chaparral, etc.)

	
	2 or more
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
10

	
	1
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5


3. Number of habitat elements improved: (Circle those improved) 

food, water, winter cover, roosting, breeding, nesting/fawning/calving, hiding, hunting, thermal cover, resting area, etc. (Note:  These habitat elements must be a limiting factor, at least in some cases, for the species of intended benefit in order to be counted.

	
	three or more
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
10

	
	two or one
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5


4. Establishment Cost/ Acre:

	
	< $100
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
10

	
	$101 – 400
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  7

	
	$401 – 750
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  4

	
	> $750
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  0


5. Functions improved in addition to wildlife benefits. (Check one or more)

	
	- water quality improved
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

	
	- soil erosion reduced
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

	
	- ground water recharged
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

	
	- flood water retention
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
4

	
	- none
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
0

	
	
	Total
	    


6. Sensitive species (resident or transient) 

	Federal list, State list, Tribal list, Habitat Conservation Plan (Check the list)
	
	

	- List Species
	     
	

	- 2 or more
	- - - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
20

	- 1 species
	- - - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
15

	None
	- - - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  0

	
	

	Page Total
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7. Likelihood of Success of Habitat Improvements.

	- Low
	- - - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  0

	- Medium
	- - - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5

	- High
	- - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
10


8. Acres benefited for wildlife: (May be larger than acres treated.)

	< 640 acres
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5

	> 640 acres
	- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
10


9. Location of area is:

	- Less Than 3 miles to a publicly owned wildlife area or another WHIP area
	- - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
15

	- More Than 3 miles to a publicly owned wildlife area or anther WHIP area
	- - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5

	- List it 
	     
	
	


10. Partnership Funding and Involvement. (Includes agencies, groups, or organizations)

	- List them 
	     
	
	

	- Partners provide >50% of costs of WHIP cost share project
	- - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
10

	- Partners provide 10-50% of costs of WHIP cost share project
	- - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  7

	- Partners are involved in planning, management, monitoring or other non-

WHIP cost shared projects on land
	- - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  3

	- No Partners
	- - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  0


11. Restoration of Native Habitat.  Habitat Management priorities are for:

	- native wildlife, native plant communities
	- - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
10

	(Add 5 points for game species habitat management)
	- - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5

	- feral (domestic gone wild) animals; exotic plants & animals
	- - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  0


12. Societal Benefits.

	- Area will be used for education, public recreation or demonstrations
	- - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
10

	- Area will not be used for education, public recreation or demonstrations
	- - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  0


13. Operation and Maintenance Costs

	- O&M costs are estimated at <$10 per acre per year
	- - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
10

	- O&M costs are estimated at $10 – 20 per acre per year
	- - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  5

	- O&M costs are estimated at > $20 per acre per year
	- - 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  1

	
	
	

	Page 3 Total
	     


	Page 2 Total
	     


	Total all points
	     


TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS = 161.

Minimum points for enrollment in WHIP is 81.
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WILDLIFE HABITAT INCENTIVES PROGRAM
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION  WORKSHEET

	Applicant’s Name:
	     
	Date:
	     


	Eligible
	Not Eligible

	Habitat for free ranging, native wildlife
	Habitat for confined wildlife, fish in poinds, release and take wildlife, feral or exotic animals.

	Native habitat improvements
	Annual food plots, monoculture plantings, exotic or introduced plantings.

	Private lands
	Federal lands except where benefits are for private.

	Tribal lands
	Public non-federal lands (city, county) except by special permission for State Conservationist

	State land associated with project on private land
	

	Proof of ownership or control of land for contract duration
	Does not own nor control the land for contract duration.

	
	EWP easement

	
	WRP easement

	
	CRP enrolled

	
	EQIP contract

	
	On site or off site conditions which undermine benefits of habitat plan

	
	

	
	Note:  Habitat outside of species native range would not be eligible (except by permission from the State Conservationist).


ELIGIBLE?      Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

or
No  FORMCHECKBOX 

	NRCS Representative
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See ranking sheets page two and three.

1. If WHIP plans directly improve any one of the New Mexico priority areas which are listed, award points as indicated.   Note: endangered species is covered under number 6.

2.
If WHIP plans directly improve two or more habitat types, award 10 points. 


examples: riparian and aquatic = 10 points.


                             riparian only =  5 points.

3.
Habitat elements are considered separately and must be directly improved.

4. 
Lower costs to WHIP are desirable.  Divide actual acres in the WHIP project  by total cost.

5. Select one or more for total points = 16.  These are broad categories and include considerations for a variety of ecosystem functions.  Consider the following; pesticides, fertilizers, sediment transport, wind and water erosion, plant community effects, riparian vegetation effects on flooding, water recharge from wetlands, etc.

6. These are direct improvements to habitat for “Sensitive Species.”  List the sensitive species whose habitat will be directly improved and circle the source list.  This opportunity is a national priority.  NRCS will consult with the appropriate agency that has jurisdiction over the species to insure habitat improvements are appropriate.

7. 
Consider the following areas as well as others which apply:


- landowner - ready, willing and able to carry out the plans.  Economic, cultural, social limitations.


- on and off site limitations - contaminants, sediments, 


- average annual precipitation, soils, 


- laws, ordinances, 

- operation and maintenance,

- will impact limiting habitat factors

8. Acres benefited are those directly affected by WHIP improvements.  Bigger is not always better especially in the case of endangered species where a small parcel may be extremely important.  

examples:  Quail water will benefit approximately 1/4 to 1/2 mile square or 40 to 160 acres.


                   Dove water may benefit approximately five miles in all directions. 


                   Nesting cover may be used by Lesser Prairie Chickens that breed up to 2 miles away.

9. The contract area becomes more valuable to wildlife if it is adjacent or close to other designated wildlife areas such as Forest Service areas, refuges, wildlife zones, or other WHIP areas. 

10. The program was designed to try to stretch the available money.  Partners are important in this effort.  If partners are providing money as part of WHIP cost shared projects, award 7 or 10 points.  If partners are providing money as part of NON-WHIP cost shared projects on same farm, award 3 points.  Federal partners can share the cost of installing projects with NRCS as long as the Federal portion does not exceed 75%.  Landowner, State or private partners must provide 25% share.  In no case can the NRCS portion exceed 75%.  (See WHIP Manual 517.42(f).

11. WHIP encourages the use of native plants and animals in the development of habitat plans.  Under some conditions it may be necessary to use non-native seed.  Points are only awarded for use on natives in the plans to improve native habitats.  A 5 point bonus is awarded for habitat improvements for game species.  If land is managed for livestock as primary use, award 0 points and question eligibility.

12. Benefits to society are attained through education, public recreation, demonstrations etc.  These must be available to a wider group than just the owner and his/her family.  

13. While the owner will be responsible for O&M, it may be a factor in the success or failure of the plan.   O&M will be reviewed annually through the life of the contract. 

