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Date:      February, 2004                                                                   FOR

                                                                                                   IMMEDIATE

                                                                             RELEASE

Contact Name:   

NRCS  Announces Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program Sign-up

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) announces a sign-up batching period to evaluate applications for financial and technical assistance under the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP).  All complete applications received on or before April 2, 2004 will be evaluated for potential funding in this fiscal year.


WHIP is a voluntary program of granting cost-share dollars to help you install wildlife habitat  improvements to your unit of land. The (NRCS) provides technical and financial assistance to landowners and others to develop upland, wetland, riparian, and aquatic habitat areas on your property.  WHIP cost-shares conservation practices at up to 75%.  Cost share is for many varied practices such as: brush management, irrigation pipelines, fencing, water developments, livestock pipelines, erosion control, tree and shrub establishment, and so on…


Eligibility is for anyone who owns or controls land.  Eligible land includes cropland, rangeland, pasture, forestland, and other lands where the primary use is for wildlife.  The NRCS must develop a Conservation Plan with you on your unit.  From this Plan, important items are selected to go to the cost-share application, and costs are figured, along with final designs.  All proposals are evaluated and ranked using a weighted process that prioritizes eligible projects.  Once selected, entities sign a WHIP Agreement; which is the legal contract with NRCS of 5 to 10 years, establishing practices to be installed, funding amounts, and time-tables.  


For additional information and application forms contact the                                  field office of the USDA NRCS; at phone number 

_____________________________________________________________________________________The USDA prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA< Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326/w, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call(202) 720-5984 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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