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NEW MEXICO BULLETIN NO. 300-4-10
SUBJECT: 
LTP – EQIP/WHIP COST DOCKETS
TO:

Area Conservationists


Area Resource Conservationists


District Conservationists
Purpose.  All offices must download updated EQIP and WHIP cost dockets 
Expiration Date.  September 30, 2004
This bulletin provides detailed instructions for downloading updated EQIP and WHIP dockets. 

Please refer to the appropriate section below to learn more about how to download the updated dockets and understand the nature of the changes. 

EQIP

This Bulletin updates and modifies Bulletin 300-4-09, transmitting the 2004 EQIP cost dockets. Since that time, the EQIP (and WHIP) dockets have been modified to provide consistency between the New Mexico cost dockets and National practice names/codes. The updated dockets assign components formerly associated with various New Mexico specific practices to the most closely related National practice. 
The most notable change is the elimination of “430II Irrigation Water Conveyance, Corrugated Metal” – all of its components are now available under “587 Structure for Water Control.” Components formerly associated with other New Mexico practices have been assigned to more closely named/coded National practices, such as the elimination of “410L Grade Stabilization Structure, Log Drop Structure” and association of its components with “410 Grade Stabilization.” 
The updated version of the EQIP dockets are named in the following format: 04eqip-artesia-lwg-v4.xls. Older versions end in “-v3.xls” and “-v2.xls”. Before downloading the updated dockets (those ending in “-v4.xls”), you need to delete any older versions you downloaded previously.
(MORE)
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Use Windows Explorer to navigate to “C:\Field_Office_Tech_Guide\Section_I” and delete the existing “-v3.xls” and “-v2.xls”cost dockets (if they exist). The docket(s) will also need to be deleted from “F:\Field_Office_Tech_Guide\Section_I”.  Note: If you use “Red Hand,” it may have “automatically” deleted all dockets from the C: drive, and moved them to the F: drive exclusively.

The new EQIP dockets are available on the NRCS New Mexico web page, and may be downloaded as described in Bulletin 300-4-0. These are the same instructions included below for WHIP, except that in step 5)
you should click on "EQIP Cost Dockets (Toolkit/ProTracts)".

WHIP

Fiscal year 2004 WHIP cost dockets are available, as explained below.
LIST FORMAT

In order to provide a reasonable level of consistency between EQIP and WHIP, WHIP will use a single primary list for each office/service area. Only offices servicing contracts in another office’s service area will need to use more than one WHIP cost docket.

COMPONENTS AND PRACTICES

As in the past, the WHIP dockets include most of the practices used in New Mexico, and a wider range of components than the EQIP dockets. In order to preserve flexibility within the WHIP program, the WHIP dockets for each service area include almost all of the components in use in New Mexico, not just those included in the local EQIP docket. For those components with a local cost in the EQIP docket, the same cost is used in the local WHIP docket. However, if a component is excluded from the local EQIP docket, the WHIP docket will include it at the (current) statewide average cost. The WHIP dockets only exclude management practices and those focused on intensive agricultural operations, like the practices associated with confined animal feeding operations. 
COST SHARE RATES

NRCS New Mexico will apply a uniform 50% cost share rate for WHIP this year. While the reduction from 75% to 50% may cause some applicants to reconsider their applications, the purpose of this change is twofold. First, reduced cost share rates should encourage increased partnerships between WHIP applicants and cost sharing efforts of other entities, such as US Fish and Wildlife Service, Ducks Unlimited, Pheasants Unlimited, Nature Conservancy, Playa Lakes Venture, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and others. Second, it is hoped that reducing the cost share rate will increase the amount of conservation on the ground, and the percentage of applicants receiving funding. 
LIMITED RESOURCE and BEGINNING FARMERS AND RANCHERS

The limited resource and beginning farmer and rancher provisions of do not affect WHIP.
(MORE)
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOWNLOADING APPROVED COST LISTS

Dockets may be downloaded from the NMSO website by clicking on the following link:


http://www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/fotg/section-1/ cost-data/2004/WHIP/2004-cost-docket-whip-by-lwg.html
If the link does not function properly, either paste it into your browser manually, or follow the path of links on the following page:

1)
Go to the NMSO web page

2)
Click on Technical Services (in the banner heading)

3)
Click on "Field Office Tech Guide"

4)
Click on "Cost Data", and find the bullet for “2004”
5)
Click on "WHIP Cost Dockets (Toolkit/ProTracts)"
At this point you will be looking at a map of New Mexico.

6)
Click on the appropriate County.

7)
Click on the appropriate Cost Docket.

8)
Click on "Save" (DO NOT USE "Open") 


Windows will open a "Save As" dialogue box

9)
Use the "Save In" drop down menu to navigate to "C:\Field_Office_Tech_Guide\Section_I" and 
10)
Click "Save" in the lower right hand corner of the "Save As" box.

Use excel, Windows Explorer, or other means to open the docket (named in the format 04eqip-alamogordo-lwg-v2.xls). Dockets may be used in Toolkit and ProTracts once verified. 
Please contact Seth Fiedler (505) 761-4416 with any questions on the cost dockets.

/s/
ROSENDO TREVIÑO III

State Conservationist
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