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April 28, 2004
NEW MEXICO BULLETIN NO. 300-4-16
SUBJECT:
LTP-EQIP-PEER REVIEW OF EQIP APPLICATIONS
TO.

Area Conservationists


Area Resource Conservationists



District Conservationists

Purpose.  Establish policy for a review of the ranking criteria worksheets and selection processes used in the field offices.
Expiration Date.  September 30, 2004.
Area Conservationists are responsible for ensuring that all ranking criteria and selection processes meet Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) rules, regulations, and policies.   Area Conservationists will ensure that the ranking worksheets are reviewed by another appropriately qualified NRCS employee in order to ensure consistency, accuracy, and avoid the appearance of bias in ranking.

The reviewer may be from area staff or another field office.  The reviewer may not be someone who is supervised by the District Conservationist in the office being reviewed.  The date and initials of the reviewer should be placed on the lower right hand corner of the first page of the ranking worksheet after the review is completed.  A list will be maintained in the field office of the applications and rankings reviewed, the date of the review, the initials of the reviewer, and the results of the review.
Reviews are to be conducted on a minimum of 5% of the total applications received and ranked in the office (not just those selected for funding.)  The reviews will be completed prior to contracts being approved for funding.


/s/
ROSENDO TREVIÑO III

State Conservationist
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