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May 6, 2004
NEW MEXICO BULLETIN NO. 300-4-18
SUBJECT:
LTP-EQIP-CONTRACT STATUS REVIEWS
TO:

Area Conservationists



Area Resource Conservationists



District Conservationists
Purpose.  To provide policy on conducting status reviews for EQIP contracts.
Expiration Date.  September 30, 2004.
In the past, status reviews for EQIP contracts were to be conducted on an annual basis for all active contracts.  Under the new Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with FSA, status reviews are required to be completed on all contracts which are scheduled to expire within the next 12 months.

In the short term, we would like the field offices to concentrate on conducting status reviews for all EQIP contracts scheduled to expire by the end of the current fiscal year.  The status review should be conducted on-site with the participant and must be completed at least 90 days before the contract is scheduled to expire.  At this point, we recognize some contracts may already be within 90 days of expiration.
The status review should document the following:

· Identify practices that have been completed and whether or not they are being properly maintained.

· What is the status of the remaining, uninstalled, practices?  Will they be completed as scheduled?

· What are the reasons for any practices not being installed as scheduled?

· Will a contract modification, including an extension, be necessary?

· Are there any potential contract violations needing correction?

Contracts that will be expiring by September 30, 2004, and need to be extended either to allow additional time to complete the scheduled practices or because payments that are due may be delayed past the end of the fiscal year, must be modified to include the extension prior to September 30, 2004.  Contract extensions must be provided to FSA on a timely basis and must allow adequate time for FSA to enter the modification into their system.
Status reviews may be conducted on other EQIP contracts not scheduled to expire within the next 12 months at the discretion of the District Conservationist.
If you have any questions, please contact John Gleim (505-761-4445) or Michael Neubeiser (505-761-4419).

ROSENDO TREVINO III

State Conservationist
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