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Natural Resources Conservation Service

6200 Jefferson NE

Albuquerque, New Mexico  87109

Phone:  (505) 761-4400   Fax:  (505) 761-4462

Web site:  www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
June 10, 2004  
NEW MEXICO BULLETIN NO. 300-4-21
SUBJECT:  ltp - grp - Grassland reserve PROGRAM (GRP) SIGN-up 

          process
TO:
Area Conservationists

Resource Area Conservationists


District Conservationists

Purpose.  To advise all field offices of the FY 2004 sign up process for the GRP.
Expiration Date.  September 30, 2004
ACTION REQUESTED BY:

News Release to Local Press – ASAP
Application Batching Date – JULY 16, 2004
Ranking Reports to State Office – JULY 30, 2004
USDA released the Interim Final Rule for the GRP on May 11, 2004.  This Rule provides information for operation of the GRP for 2004.  Sign-up for the GRP is continuous.  This bulletin provides information to all field offices for implementing the program for FY 2004.  The program must be implemented and funds committed by September 30, 2004.  

The following items are attached and are available on the New Mexico NRCS website (Programs, Grassland Reserve Program):
· Summary of Grassland Reserve Program Implementation in New Mexico (2 pages)
· Sample News Release (1 page)
· AD-1153 – Application for Long-Term Contracted Assistance (1 page)
· New Mexico Grassland Reserve Program Ranking Score Sheet (4 pages)
· Sample Letter to Producers Who Applied Last Year (1 page)
The NRCS national website for GRP contains all of the necessary forms for sign-up and additional information including fact sheets, questions and answers, and the Interim Final Rule.  The website address is http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/grp/.  You are expected to obtain forms and other information as needed from the GRP website.
GRP is jointly administered by NRCS and FSA.  FSA has lead responsibility for Rental Contracts and NRCS has lead responsibility for Easement Agreements.  District Conservationists are to immediately meet with their FSA counterpart to discuss program implementation and to announce the program in the local media.
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Applications received from last year’s sign-up are considered viable applications; however eligibility and ranking criteria has changed.  Unless the applicant has notified either NRCS or FSA that they want their application cancelled, NRCS or FSA must contact each of the FY 2003 applicants.  A sample letter has been developed and is attached that can be used by either NRCS or FSA to contact producers who applied last year, and inform them of the program for this year and initiate needed changes in their program application.

The sign up for the GRP is continuous.  The first application evaluation period will end July 16, 2004 in New Mexico.  A tracking sheet for applications is being developed by FSA.  At the end of the sign-up period this tracking sheet will be sent by local FSA offices to the FSA State Office.  A copy of the sheet should be maintained by the local NRCS office. Copies of applications and completed ranking criteria forms for high priority applicants only are to be sent to the NRCS State office on or before July 30, 2004.

All original applications and copy of tracking sheets should be retained and filed in the field office.  The documents are to be filed under File Code 300-5.  This code represents Land Treatment Program (LTP) – 300 and Case File - 5.  Under this File Code it is suggested that a file is labeled as “GRP – FY 2004 Applications”.
Time spent providing technical assistance with program applications and ranking of the applications should be charged to GRP.  Appropriate activity codes would be “Communication and Relations” for public notification and application assistance, and “Eligibility and Ranking” for ranking of applications.  Conservation planning assistance should be charged to CTA until funding decisions are made.
A teleconference is scheduled on Tuesday, June 22, 2004, at 9:00am for Area Conservationists, Resource Area Conservationists, District Conservationists, and FSA employees with GRP responsibility.  This will be to provide an overview of the program and to answer any questions.   Co-located offices should coordinate and call in on one line The Toll Free Call In number is 888-843-6163 and the Pass Code is 35401.
If you have any question, please contact John Gleim, Assistant State Conservationist (Programs) at 761-4445 or Roger Ford, Planning Engineer at 761-4430.
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State Conservationist
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