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NEW MEXICO BULLETIN NO. 460-5-03
SUBJECT:  WQP - Nutrient and Pest Management Training CourseS
TO:  All Offices
ACTION REQUIRED BY: OCTOBER 25, 2004 By District Conservationists.
ACTION REQUIRED BY:  November 1, 2004 by Area Conservationists.

Purpose.  To advise all offices of upcoming Nutrient and Pest Management Course. 
Expiration Date.  October 30, 2004
A Nutrient and Pest Management Considerations in Conservation Planning Module 7 Course will be held at the state office in Albuquerque, beginning at 1:00 p.m. on November 15, and ending at 11:30 a.m. on November 17, 2004.  The information provided in this course will be used in the processing of Conservation Security Program applications.   

Those employees who will be providing planning assistance on Nutrient and Pest Management and have not taken the course are eligible to attend.  District Conservationists are to send to the Area Conservationist names of those individuals who have not taken the Module 7 course by October 25, 2004.  Area Conservationists are to forward names of individuals approved to attend to Linda Scheffe by November 1, 2004.
A description of this course and the prerequisite courses are attached.  Those individuals approved to attend should complete the prerequisites.   

ROSENDO TREVIÑO III

State Conservationist

Attachment
Training Courses for Nutrient and Pest Management Certification

A. NRCS National Employee Development Center (NEDC) Courses:
Course Registration: 

a) NEDC Webpage: http://www.nedc.nrcs.usda.gov/. click on course catalog and course listing.  
USDA employees must also:
Proceed to the NRCS eLearning Center to login using your WebCAAF eAuthentication ID and password.  This is the same as your I*CAMS ID and password. 

1.) Introduction to Water Quality – no prerequisites. This training program creates an awareness of NRCS Water Quality policy, and teaches principles and how to apply them in daily NRCS activities at the field, farm, and watershed scales.  The course utilizes video and student workbook for the self-study delivery. A score of 80% or above on the on-line Pretest qualifies for a Certificate of Competency.  Otherwise, course materials will be sent to student for completion within 3 months.  The training program requires approximately 20 hours of concentrated study to complete.  A score of 70% or above on the on-line Posttest qualifies for a Certificate of Completion.

2.) Nutrient and Pest Management Considerations in Conservation Planning – prerequisite is Introduction to Water Quality Course. This training course introduces NRCS’ mission in the nutrient and pest management arena and how it relates to the Resource Management System (RMS) planning process. It provides the participant with a basic understanding of the science of nutrient and pest management, as well as environmental concerns associated with the use of nutrients and pest management measures, including environmental risk, and the processes that affect the fate and transport of nutrients and pesticides in the environment. The training program is divided into two tracks: Track 1 – Nutrient Management and Track 2 – Pest Management.  Each track will be offered as individual components of the overall course. The course contains a video and student workbook for the self-study delivery.  This portion requires approximately 40 hours of concentrated study to complete.  After successful completion of the self-paced Modules 1-6, participants will attend an in-state facilitated session (Module 7) using exercises and assessment tools to reinforce and apply important concepts.  Contact Mike Sporcic, NRCS, 505/761-4424, Michael.Sporcic@nm.usda.gov to register for an in-state facilitated session.  The participant will prepare a nutrient and/or pest management component of an RMS plan to complete the training.
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