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TO:  All Offices

Purpose. To inform all offices of the rapid assessment of America’s soil carbon project.

Expiration Date. December 31, 2010

The Soil Survey Division is undertaking a project to assess soil carbon levels across the United
States. New Mexico NRCS will be participating in this project therefore the information
developed from the project is time critical, and the project is to be completed by the end of
FY2011. To accomplish this goal, the project needs to be a high priority for all soil scientists.
The objectives of the project are to:

o Evaluate differences in soil carbon associated with soil properties. Agricultural
management systems, ecosystems, and land cover and apply the data to improving
existing decision support tools.

e Develop a scientifically-based and statistically valid baseline inventory of soil carbon
stocks for the United States. Understanding current soil carbon levels and the potential
for additional soil carbon sequestration through land use changes and agricultural
management is critical for design and implementation of future conservation programs.
This objective is a high priority for not only NRCS but USDA.

To accomplish the field work, soil scientists will need assistance from the field office staff in
securing permission from landowner to access sample locations. In addition, field staff will need
to help provide information that is available on historic land cover and agricultural management.

The soil scientist working on this project will require the assistance of other soil scientists in the

local area. We estimate that in most cases no more than one to two months of time will be
needed for each local soil scientist to complete their portion of the sampling.
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The progress will be tracked and monthly progress reports will need to be sent to the State Soil
Scientist of each month. As we get more information for this project the information will be
passed on. If you have any questions or concerns please call Ken Scheffe, State Soil Scientist, at

(505) 761-4433 or by email kenneth.scheffe@nm.usda.gov for more information.
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~ DENNIS ALEXANDER
State Conservationist




