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03/2012

HELC/WC COMPLIANCE REVIEW QUESTIONNAIRE

	Service Center:
	[bookmark: Text1]     
	Reviewers:
	[bookmark: Text3]     

	Date of Review:
	[bookmark: Text2]     
	Tract Reviewed:
	[bookmark: Text4]     



The following question format will enable consistent reporting of the Food Security Act (FSA) compliance review.  Complete the questionnaire for each tract reviewed.  
	INDICATE ANSWER BY PLACING “X” IN PROPER COLUMN 
	YES 
	NO 
	N/A 

	Office Review will be completed prior to the field review and in accordance with NFSAM 518 Subpart A.

	1.  Does the provided tract information match Farm Service Agency records?  
Review the Form FSA-156EZ and report to the Farm Service Agency any discrepancy in ownership or purchase/sale of any portion of the tract.  Complete before proceeding. 
· If a reconstitution results in a split tract, then all resulting tracts will be reviewed.
	[bookmark: Check1]|_|
	[bookmark: Check2]|_|
	

	2. Does the case file contain a copy of a completed, current Form AD-1026?  
· If not, obtain a copy from FSA or contact the participant to generate one.  A current AD-1026 is required for the review (NFSAM 510.10).  Complete before proceeding.
	[bookmark: Check3]|_|
	[bookmark: Check4]|_|
	

	2. Were the USDA participants identified on the FSA-156EZ notified appropriately about the compliance review, and is a copy of the letter in the case file?
NFSAM 518.0 (C)  NRCS shall notify, in writing, the USDA participant not more than 30 days prior to the compliance review, or less than 15 days prior to the compliance review.
	[bookmark: Check5]|_|
	[bookmark: Check6]|_|
	

	4. Is there a completed certified wetland determination (CWD) on the tract? and does the case file contain the Form NRCS-CPA-026E and aerial map with CWD labels?
NFSAM 514.1(A) Wetland determinations made after 07/03/1996 are considered “certified”.
· If not, verify this against Farm Service Agency records and proceed. 
	[bookmark: Check7]|_|
	[bookmark: Check8]|_|
	[bookmark: Check9]|_|

	5.  Is there a completed HEL/NHEL determination on the tract? and does the case file contain the Form NRCS-CPA-026E and aerial map with HEL/NHEL labels?
· If not, confirm with the Farm Service Agency that a determination is not required and proceed with the review.  
	[bookmark: Check10]|_|
	[bookmark: Check11]|_|
	[bookmark: Check12]|_|

	6. Are HEL variances or exemptions properly executed or remediated, if applicable?
	[bookmark: Check13]|_|
	[bookmark: Check14]|_|
	[bookmark: Check15]|_|

	7. If any field within the tract has a HEL determination, does the approved HELC conservation plan describe a conservation system which will bring either a substantial reduction in soil erosion or, in the case of land converted from native vegetation allow for no substantial increase in soil erosion? 
NFSAM 512.0 The plan/system must meet all requirements including soil loss calculations (WEPS/RUSLE2) provided for both the before and after predicted rates and O&M. The plan(s) must include all fields which have a HEL determination.
· If not, document the actual system being used (confirm with field review) and proceed. 
	[bookmark: Check16]|_|
	[bookmark: Check17]|_|
	[bookmark: Check18]|_|

	8. Was a thorough review completed of aerial imagery (historic to present), topographic maps, soils maps/reports, and other base information? 
To identify: cropped/fallowed fields, wetland hydrology signatures, potential presence of hydric soils or inclusions, and potential manipulations that may affect compliance (woody vegetation removal, dredging, draining or filling etc.).
	[bookmark: Check19]|_|
	[bookmark: Check20]|_|
	

	Field Review will be conducted in accordance to NFSAM 518 Subpart B.

	9. Was access to the tract for the purpose of the review granted by the participant?
· If not, NRCS will request Form FSA-569 from the Farm Service Agency within 7 calendar days and will provide the participant official written notice (NFSAM 518.12).
	[bookmark: Check21]|_|
	[bookmark: Check22]|_|
	

	10. Does Form AD-1026 (questions 5, 9, and 10) accurately reflect the activities found during the field review?
	[bookmark: Check24]|_|
	[bookmark: Check23]|_|
	

	11. Are there wetlands present or is there any indication that wetlands might be present such as hydric soils, hydrophytic vegetation, or wetland hydrology?
Use remote sensing (aerial imagery, soils map, NWI) and on-site observation/interview.
· If no, enter WC determination code NW (no wetlands).
	[bookmark: Check25]|_|
	No follow-up required
	

	12. Has a review of the remote sensing and field verification concluded that there is no possible wetland violation on the tract?
· If yes, enter WC determination code NWV (no wetland violation).
· If no, enter WC determination code PV (possible wetland violation). NRCS will request Form FSA-569 from the Farm Service Agency within 7 calendar days and will provide the participant official written notice (NFSAM 518.12).
· If unsure, contact the State Biologist for assistance.
	[bookmark: Check26]|_|
	[bookmark: Check27]|_|
	[bookmark: Check28]|_|

	13. Do circumstances allow for the HELC review to be conducted? 
· If no, document the reason and enter HEL determination code NC (HEL compliance review not conducted).  
	[bookmark: Check29]|_|
	[bookmark: Check30]|_|
	

	14. Are there HEL fields on the tract, and/or is the tract planted to an agricultural commodity, and/or is the tract in agricultural use?
· If no, enter HEL code NN (no conservation plan is required).  
	[bookmark: Check31]|_|
	[bookmark: Check32]|_|
	

	15. Does the tract provide the ability to review either HEL or WC compliance?   
If the tract has determination codes NC or NN and NW, the tract will be replaced with another tract that has either wetland conditions or HEL.
	[bookmark: Check33]|_|
	STOP
	

	16. Are all of the approved HELC conservation plan system(s) or practices/measures being maintained or actively applied to the required specifications and standards?
Review the actual cropping system to ensure it matches the plan and WEPS/RUSLE2.
· If yes, enter code UA (plan/system maintained) or AA (actively applied plan/system).
· If no or the evidence is inconclusive, proceed to question 17. 
	[bookmark: Check34]|_|
	[bookmark: Check35]|_|
	[bookmark: Check36]|_|

	17. If the participant is electing to not use an approved HELC plan/system, has the participant demonstrated that the system used meets all HELC requirements?  
· If yes, document the system being used and determine if it meets “substantial reduction” of erosion (NFSAM 512.0(E)) by running before and after soil loss calculations.  If it meets, document and proceed.  Enter code AA or UA.
· If no, enter code NA (not applying an approved plan/system), unless a variance or exemption may apply (NFSAM 520.10), then use the appropriate HEL code. 
· If no variance or waiver applies, NRCS will request Form FSA-569 from the Farm Service Agency within 7 calendar days and will provide the participant official written notice (NFSAM 518.12).
	[bookmark: Check37]|_|
	[bookmark: Check38]|_|
	[bookmark: Check39]|_|

	18. Has a review of the remote sensing and field verification concluded that no sodbusting has occurred, which does not already have an approved conservation system documented in a HELC conservation plan?
· If no, NRCS will request Form FSA-569 from the Farm Service Agency within 7 calendar days and will provide the participant official written notice (NFSAM 518.12).
	[bookmark: Check40]|_|
	[bookmark: Check41]|_|
	



If the answer was “no” to any of the questions provide a detailed explanation of the cause, effect, extent of the issue, and remedial actions taken to resolve each occurrence.  
NRCS will provide official written notification to all persons having an interest in the tract or farm within 10 calendar days following an NRCS determination that a USDA participant is in potential violation of either or both the HELC or WC provisions (NFSAM 518.12). Otherwise, NRCS will notify the participants and the Farm Service Agency of the results within 30 days of the status review.

Completed by:
___________________        _______                            ___________________        _______
Signature                                             Date                                       Signature                                            Date


HELC/WC COMPLIANCE REVIEW QUESTIONNAIRE
Documentation Sheet
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