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NRCS Announces January 15 Sign-Up Cut-off for Farm Bill Programs

Albuquerque, December 10, 2009— New Mexico farmers, ranchers, private forest
landowners, and others interested in financial and technical conservation assistance have until
January 15, 2010 to apply for fiscal year 2010 funding for two key Farm Bill programs.

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and Wildlife Habitat
Incentive Program (WHIP) are voluntary programs to help improve and enhance the condition
of soil, water, wildlife habitats and other natural resources on private and Tribal lands.

“Conservation planners at your local NRCS field office will help you determine how
these programs can help you improve agricultural production and natural resources on your
land,” said NRCS State Conservationist Dennis Alexander.

With EQIP, agricultural producers may receive financial and technical assistance to
develop and implement working lands conservation measures. These activities include a variety
of structural and management practices, such as irrigation efficiency upgrades, forest
management, manure transfer, grazing management, water control structures, and prescribed
burning. In addition, dedicated EQIP funding is set aside for certified organic producers or those
transitioning to organic production.

Farmers, ranchers, private non-industrial forest landowners, producers on Tribal lands,
and Tribal governments are eligible to apply for EQIP. Agricultural producers with federal land
grazing permits are also eligible to apply for financial assistance to implement approved

practices on their federal allotment.



WHIP is a voluntary program that helps non-federal landowners and Tribes to create,
restore and enhance native wildlife habitats on private land. In New Mexico, this includes
practices such as watering facilities, ponds, control of non-native plants, native grassland and
shrubland restoration, streamside vegetation improvement, and the protection of wetlands and
playas.

Those who apply and are accepted into the program receive free conservation planning
assistance and program payments to cover a portion of practice costs.

Private agriculture land, non-industrial private forest land, and Tribal lands are eligible
for WHIP. Areas adjacent to agricultural lands may also be eligible, such as pivot corners and
streamside areas. The 2008 Farm Bill has changed the eligibility requirements of WHIP, and
non-agricultural, as well as state, county, or local government-owned lands are now ineligible.

The USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) accepts applications for
EQIP and WHIP year-round. Funding decisions, however, are made at cutoff points during the
year, with the current ranking period closing on January 15.

Applications that address local conservation priorities are evaluated and ranked for
funding. The number of applications accepted will be based on ranking and available funding.

Applicants who qualify as a beginning farmer-rancher, socially disadvantaged farmer-
rancher, or limited resource farmer-rancher are eligible to receive a higher financial assistance
payment rate, if selected for a contract.

Interested parties should contact their local USDA-NRCS Service Center.

For more information about EQIP and WHIP, including eligible practices, local ranking
information, enrollment requirements and program payments, please visit the New Mexico

NRCS web site at; http://www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov.
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