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Rangeland Sports Knee-High Grass in Drought of 2003

NEW MEXICO - The Acoma Indian Reservation hosted grass up to your knees during the drought of 2003.  So how did they do it?

The Acoma Bar 15 Ranch, Acoma Martin Ranch, Acoma Redlakes Ranch, Acoma Cattle Growers, and East Mesa Grazing Unit are all ranches located in the northwest quadrant of New Mexico on the Acoma Indian Reservation.  The Acoma Indian Reservation is approximately 520,000 acres in size.  With less than one percent being irrigated, most of the Acoma Reservation lands are used for grazing livestock.  These ranches comprise approximately 265,000 acres or 51 percent of the lands on the Acoma Reservation and are under Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) contracts. 

In the past, programs, such as the Agricultural Conservation Program, were used to assist in the installation of a few water developments on these ranching units.  EQIP has made it possible to plan for the long term and secured funding for many projects which, otherwise, would never be installed.  

The great diversity of practices and materials, such as solar pumping units, fiberglass troughs and storages, pump jacks, pipelines, and intensive grazing management, are now becoming realities on these grazing units. EQIP has allowed them to be more flexible with their livestock and wildlife operations, while showing positive results to their natural resource base.    

EQIP has brought more intensive coordinated planning activities between agencies, the tribe, land managers, and landusers.  As a result, there are better working relationships allowing individuals to plan for the long term and better understand the role of federal, state, and tribal agencies involved.  

Due to the intensive EQIP planning activities, cultural awareness and sensitivity issues have become very important to everyone involved.  Land users and land managers have become aware of potential environmental consequences, and the need to obtain necessary clearances on environmental matters from the respective agencies. 

For further information contact Richard Montoya, Grants district conservationist, (505)287-4045
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Photo:  Al Grieve, Acoma Land and Cattle Company manager, stands in knee-high grass during the drought of 2003 on a cow-calf operation that uses a rotational grazing strategy.
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