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Simpson Earns National Honor

Albuquerque, NM - Brenda Simpson, range management specialist in Grants, New Mexico was named Outstanding Federal Women's Program Manager in Chicago, July 8, 2003 by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), United States Department of Agriculture.

Today's workplace needs exemplary women who foster "can do" attitudes and inspire others who are stretching to juggle work and outside obligations.  We need team builders, creators, and independent thinkers who can bridge the blue-jeans-to-high-heel world of NRCS.

NRCS New Mexico is deeply appreciative of having a leader like Brenda Simpson, our Federal Women's Emphasis Program manager.  She has made herself noticed, and New Mexico NRCS employees are truly grateful for the outstanding way she has fulfilled her roles as range management specialist and Federal Women's Emphasis Program manager.  

Simpson has brought a sense a community across New Mexico's broad desert and mountain vistas.  Being the fifth largest state in the union poses unique challenges to any Federal Women's Program (FWP) manager.  Brenda has crossed the geographic barriers and succeeded in promoting a very active Federal Women's Program with recognition of women's holidays and celebrations for National Women's History Month, leads on valued training, and extensive communication on topics of particular importance to women.  She is in the process of organizing FWP representatives who can play a significant role on each area team, and has offered to assume the duties of the Southwest Regional FWPM with supervisory approval.

Simpson's activism is not limited to her co-workers.  She is a real force in helping female producers access and utilize NRCS.  She as been actively working with seven female producers in both farming and ranching to develop conservation plans on their operations.  She supported a first-time rancher that developed her first conservation plan with NRCS last year, and is working with another first-time female rancher this year.

Simpson is extremely active and presents an outstanding role model to young people growing up in northwestern New Mexico.  She assisted in signing-up two young women for the State Forestry Summer Camp in Cuba, New Mexico, taught horse judging to three all-girl teams for the Cibola County Extension Service, and presented at Ag-Days at the Cibola County School District for the last five years.  She has been a judge for local and regional science fairs for three years, and created an activity for Milan Elementary students to commemorate Women's History Month.  The Milan activity was so popular they create one for a men's celebration as well.

Simpson truly exhibited outstanding accomplishments in her duties as a Federal Women's Program Manager.
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