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USDA Releases $15 Million for Conservation Innovation Grants

ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico – Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman announced that $15 million will be available to fund selected proposals through the Conservation Innovation Grants program.  Natural Resources Conservation Service will accept grant proposals for participation received by May 28, 2004.


“Of the nearly 1.4 billion acres of private land in the United States, 931 million, or roughly 70 percent, are in agriculture,” said Rosendo Treviño III, NRCS state district conservationist.  “National agricultural research and development may not always have the capacity to develop, test, and transfer new or innovative conservation technologies and approaches rapidly or effectively to account for regional variances in the agricultural industry.  Conservation Innovation Grants will be awarded, in part, to expedite the development, testing, implementation, and transfer of innovative farm and ranch conservation technologies and approaches.”

The 2002 Farm Bill established these grants as part of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), administered by the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  Conservation Innovation Grant proposals will be accepted from eligible governmental or nongovernmental organizations and individuals for innovative single or multi-year projects involving producers who qualify for EQIP.


This grant program also will engage other sectors, such as states and the conservation and philanthropic communities, to help develop, test, implement and transfer innovative environmental solutions.  It will provide opportunities for public-private partnerships to accelerate technology transfer and implementation of promising technologies and approaches.  The grants will fund projects targeting innovative on-the-ground conservation, including pilot projects and field demonstrations.


Selected applicants may receive grants up to 50 percent of the total project cost.  Applicants must provide nonfederal matching funds for at least 50 percent of the project cost.  An exception allows for beginning and limited resource farmers and ranchers, tribes and community-based organizations representing these groups to obtain a high percentage of project matching funds from in-kind contributions.  The federal contribution may not exceed $1 million for a single project.


The interim final rule, request for proposals, and more information for the Conservation Innovation Grants is available at www.nrcs.usda.gov or from John Gleim, NRCS assistant state conservationist for programs at (505)761-4445.
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