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RC&D Grant Aids Historic Grist Mill


Albuquerque, NM - The Northern Rio Grande Resource Conservation & Development Council in conjunction with the Society for the Preservation of Old Mills recently aided in the repair and restoration of the Old Cordova Grist Mill in Vadito, New Mexico.  The mill was built about 100 years ago by Acorcinio Cordova to produce coarse feed for animals and fine flour for the people of the valley.


The small mill was made from logs Cordova choose, cut, and hauled from the nearby mountains.  Cordova located the right kind of rock for the millstones in Dixon, twenty miles away.  He fashioned the millstones in Dixon, and then hauled them one at a time with a horse and cart to the mill site.


Acorcinio ran the mill until his death, when it became the property of his son, Laureano.  Laureano has maintained the mill, and allowed a perfect replica to be made which is in the protective custody of the Kit Carson Museum in Taos.


The restoration project that was partially supported by the Northern Rio Grande RC&D called for the complete dismantling of the building and replacement of those beams that were rotting.  New concrete footings were poured for a foundation, with care taken to ensure that the footings would not be prominent in the final stage.  Once the structure was back up, ceiling beams and latillas were installed, and then the roof cover completed using the original design.


The most significant portion of the project was the reconstruction of the water wheel that powers the mill.  The original water wheel was completely deteriorated and could not be salvaged.  As a result, precise measurements of the original wheel were taken, and a new wheel constructed.


The mission of RC&Ds includes social and economic development of rural areas.  Supporting the preservation of northern New Mexico’s economic history is indeed an asset to the community.  This small handmade gristmill stands out as a gem in the history of Vadito and surrounding area.


For more information about RC&D projects in northern New Mexico contact David Manzanares(505)753-6412.
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