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Hackberry Dam Protects Carlsbad

ALBUQUERQUE, NM - The United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service projects 377 home were saved from flood damage at a value of $3,268,000 by the Hackberry Dams during the recent flood in Carlsbad, New Mexico.

A 100-year storm hit Carlsbad last week, soaking the city and causing flooding that led to the county being declared a disaster area.  Based upon the economic plan that was prepared for the dams recently, the 100-year storm in the Hackberry watershed in the absence of existing works of improvement would have caused damage to 377 homes in the amount of approximately $3,268,000.

 
In the absence of the dams other flood related damage would be substantially worse in Happy Valley and Carlsbad. Transportation would be hampered as present road culverts are not large enough to handle increased flood flows. Roads across Hackberry Draw could have washed out, and drivers on flood-swollen roads could have been swept off the roadway
 
Furthermore, individual septic systems and public water and gas lines might have been exposed and broken by floodwater, or suffered from infiltration and system failure. Septic effluent and broken water lines are a health hazard. Broken gas lines could have resulted in structural fires, or inconvienced local users, as would other utility outages.

 
The Hackberry Draw Watershed Project was originally installed in 1967-68.  Financial assistance was provided for the project by the U.S. Soil Conservation Service.  The U.S. Soil Conservation Service has since broadened its mission and is now the United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service.  The Hackberry Draw Watershed District and Carlsbad Soil and Water Conservation District are rehabilitating Hackberry Dam Site 1 and Floodwater Diversion Site 1, again with USDA-NRCS financial assistance, and construction is currently underway.  

For more information about the protection the Hackberry Dam has provided contact Seth Fiedler at (505) 761-4416
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