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Contract Awarded for Hackberry Dam Rehabilitation


ALBUQUERQUE, NM – The U.S. Department of Agriculture-Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) awarded a $1.55 million contract Friday to Constructers, Inc. of Carlsbad for the rehabilitation of the Hackberry Draw Watershed Floodwater Retarding Structure.  The rehabilitation of the site involves leveling the top of a 3,320 foot long existing dam, constructing a roller compacted concrete barrier on the right auxiliary spillway to improve erosion resistance, and flattening of the exit slopes of the right and left auxiliary spillways.


“The existing dam was nearing the end of the original design lifespan,” said David Pacheco, NRCS state conservation engineer.  “Significant development has occurred downstream from the dam site since the dam was build, giving rehabilitation a high priority.  The rehabilitation will bring the dam up to current safety and performance standards.”


The rehabilitation project will also raise the dike embankment, and include remedial repairs such as the removal of approximately 230 feet of the downstream face of the existing embankment, inspecting and repair of the foundation of the embankment, and reconstruction of the embankment.  Approximately 40,800 cubic yards of common excavation, 44,600 cubic yards of earth fill, and 13,100 cubic yards of roller compacted concrete are involved.

Roller compacted concrete is being used in the project because of its strength, and it is conducive to dam construction and rehabilitation.  Roller compacted concrete is concrete that is mixed much drier than conventional concrete and placed like soil backfill which is then compacted.  It works well with dam rehabilitation where framing is not required and conventional equipment can be used.

“While the original lifespan of the dam was expected to be 50 years, the rehabilitation project will extend the life of the dam for another 100 years providing flood protection to residents downstream in the watershed,” said Pacheco.

Construction is expected to begin the first part of March and completed this year.

For further information about the Hackberry project, contact David Pacheco at (505)761-4489.
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