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Soil Survey Aid Released to Farmers, Ranchers, Public


ALBUQUERQUE, NM – A soil survey of the Jicarilla Apache Nation’s trust lands was released February 17, 2005 to assist conservation planners, biologists, engineers, farmers, ranchers, and others involved in land use.  The soil survey shows the suitability of soils for grazing, timber production, housing and urban development, and other uses that may be affected by soil limitations.


“This soil survey was a joint effort on the part of the Bureau of Indian Affairs and USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),” said Ken Scheffe NRCS state soil scientist.  “BIA took the lead, and the survey is available through them as well as NRCS.”

Examples of what the Jicarilla soil survey data may demonstrate includes showing what areas may be prone to flooding, where severe erosion may occur, and what areas have wet soils.  The data is available in hard copy as well as electronic form.


“We want to ensure the information is not only available to those who generally access electronic media,” Scheffe said.  “It is important that we have hard copies for the many users who can benefit from this information.”


Copies of the Jicarilla soil survey will be available at the Jicarilla Apache Nation and NRCS office in Chama at 2361 State Highway 17/US 64, Suite A or by calling (505)756-2581.
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