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Mescalero Apaches Seek More Conservation Service

ALBUQUERQUE, NM – The Mescalero Apache tribe has established an office for the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) on tribal land to bring to individual tribal members the personal service the tribe has enjoyed from NRCS in past years.  The purpose of this landmark office is to provide individual tribal members with NRCS conservation assistance on their assignments.  The Mescalero Apache tribe’s conservation efforts are so well known in New Mexico, a joint memorial is currently before the state senate calling for a New Mexico forest health plan that emulates the best management practices used by the Mescalero Apache tribe.

“Dan Abercrombie, Alamogordo district conservationist, has worked over time with the Mescalero tribal government to the point where the tribe sees NRCS as an agency to provide technical assistance for their rangeland, water, and other conservation issues.  NRCS is proud to be very much an integral part of the Mescalero’s forestry project,” said Hollis Fuchs, NRCS area conservationist.


The integration and cooperation between the tribe and NRCS includes the local soil and water conservation district.  Ten years ago, the Otero Soil and Water Conservation District saw the need for closer involvement with the tribe in resource decisions and invited a tribal leader to participate in the District’s board.  Since then, there has been tribal representation on the District’s board by leaders who advanced the conservation efforts of their tribe.


The Mescalero tribe has utilized NRCS funding under the Great Plains Conservation Program to remove brush from grazing land, make forest stand improvements, conduct prescribed burns, and install fencing to regulate grazing.  The project brought forest improvements to 3,000 acres.  Currently the tribe is using an Interim Environmental Quality Improvement Program (EQIP) contract to complete additional forest stand improvements and brush management.  On yet another EQIP project, the tribe is removing juniper in a watershed to return water to a large historical spring on Pajarito Mountain. 


For more information about the Mescalero projects supported by NRCS, contact Dan Abercrombie at (505)437-3100.
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