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RC&D Aids Navajos to Make Value-Added Rugs


ALBUQUERQUE, NM – When the price of wool dipped to five to 20 cents a pound, it was a simple calculation for Claudia Willeto, Crownpoint, New Mexico NRCS district conservationist, that the wool from three sheep would bring five dollars - while the wool from three sheep made into a small Navajo rug would yield $200.  That is when she called on Leon Martinez, Hub RC&D coordinator, to get involved with the Crownpoint Woolgrowers to pull together a value-added project that produced prized Navajo rugs.

With $3000 from the Four-Corners RC&D, the Crownpoint Woolgrowers sent two Navajo women to Tapetes de Lana, a non-profit group in Mora, New Mexico that trains patrons to weave and which recently received a grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture for economic development.  Sam Cunningham, the chairperson of the Castleland RC&D in Utah, donated a spinning wheel, and the Hub RC&D is in the process of purchasing a loom.  One Navajo family will serve as an incubator and house the spinning and weaving equipment.

Currently the Navajo families involved raise sheep, shear them, and sell the wool.  This value-added project will allow them to spin the wool into yarn, and weave the yarn into handmade Navajo rugs.  The rugs will be sold through the San Juan RC&D website out of Durango, Colorado, and the Crownpoint Auction which is held the third Friday of every month.

The Four Corners area marks the juncture of New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, and Colorado, and is the site of the vast Navajo Reservation.


For more information about this project, contact Leon Martinez, Hub RC&D coordinator at (505)761-4443.
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