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Range Monitoring Workshop Slated for August 27 in Santa Rosa


A range monitoring workshop being held in Santa Rosa, August 27 will help ranchers make daily judgement calls on where and when to pasture, how to treat invasive weed problems, and whether to buy or sell.  The New Mexico Association of Conservation Districts, under the sponsorship of the Southwest Strategy Range Management Workgroup, will host this range monitoring workshop as part of a series being held throughout New Mexico.


The workshops and accompanying handbook teach ranchers a variety of techniques they can use to monitor their rangeland.  They may use these range monitoring techniques to:

· Determine the effectiveness of grazing and other management practices,

· Assist in providing timely information for making livestock management decisions,

· Provide a systematic approach to document their stewardship efforts, and

· Document the effect weather and other natural changes of the resource.

The monitoring work that is being advocated is voluntary, and the information gathered by the rancher belongs to the rancher.  Who they share that data with is their decision.


There is a variety of monitoring techniques taught by the work group.  They vary from a simple collection of photos to complex measurements of resource conditions.  These techniques are recognized by industry representatives and agencies as technically acceptable to detect change over time.


The range management systems presented by Southwest Strategies teach ranchers the basics of monitoring their land, and how the information gained can benefit them.  These systems aid in the monitoring of three rangeland attributes: soil and site stability, watershed function, and biotic integrity.  Nearly everything valued about rangelands depends on these attributes.


A combination of short-term and long-term monitoring is recommended.  Long-term monitoring is designed to document changes in the condition of the land and is normally repeated every one to five years.  Short-term monitoring may be repeated at any time interval and is designed to check whether or not the management system is working.


The workshops sponsored by the workgroup include an explanation of techniques, followed by hands-on experience in the field. 

Members of the sponsoring Southwest Strategy Range Management Workgroup include the New Mexico Association of Conservation Districts, Grazing Lands Conservation Initiative, Natural Resources Conservation Service, Bureau of Land Management, United States Forest Service, New Mexico Department of Agriculture, New Mexico State University, Agricultural Research Service Jornada Experimental Range, and State Land Office .


To register for the August 27 workshop in Santa Rosa contact Robert Abercrombie at (505)472-5401.   For further information contact George Chavez, range management specialist, Natural Resources Conservation Service at (505)761-4421.
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