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New Mexico’s First RC&D Marks 40th Anniversary


ALBUQUERQUE, NM – The Northern Rio Grande Resource Conservation and Development Council marked its 40th anniversary February 12.  It is one of the first ten RC&D councils to be formed in the United States.


At its inception, the Northern Rio Grande RC&D Council was busy sponsoring PL-566 watershed dam projects, securing loans for the famous Rancho de Chimayo Restaurant, and obtaining funding and technical assistance for the local apple growers in the Espanola Valley.


The Council’s first coordinator, Phil Lovato, placed the RC&D on the map, and went on to serve three terms as major of Taos, New Mexico after he retired.  


Today the Northern Rio Grande RC&D conducts outreach and capacity building in the area’s rural communities.  The hard work of the Council, coordinator, and all its partners enabled the Council to recently fund sixteen grants from its own resources.  The Council was instrumental in the rehabilitation work done after the Cerro Grande Fire in Los Alamos, New Mexico with the assistance of more than 17,000 volunteer hours.


The Council has installed 95 dry fire hydrants in three counties, and currently is seeking funds to purchase water storage tanks to work with the dry fire hydrants.  This will provide volunteer fire departments with much needed water to fight fires, and improve the safety of its residents while decreasing home insurance rates.


After 40 years, the Northern Rio Grande Resource can reflect on a long history of accomplishments while continuing as an outstanding RC&D Council.


For more information contact  David Manzanares, Northern Rio Grande RC&D coordinator, (505)753-6412
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