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Bid Let for T or C Flood Protection Project


ALBUQUERQUE, NM - The U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) awarded Salls Brothers Construction from Albuquerque the $2.15 million contract for the fourth phase of the Truth or Consequences flood protection project.  The contract was awarded Friday, September 11 for $2,152,990.


"The project will altogether cost $11 million," said David Pacheco, NRCS state engineer.  "This fourth phase of the project includes channel construction from the river to just north of the intersection of Veater and Mercury Streets.  The final channel work will provide an outlet for the flood retention basin."


The entire project is known as the Truth or Consequences - Williamsburg Arroyos Watershed Floodwater Retarding Structure, and will provide for 100-year-flood-level protection.  One-hundred-year flood protection is built to standards that will protect an area from the worst flood that can reasonably be expected during a 100-year time period.


The flood retention basin was under construction during previous phases of the project, and this construction Phase 4 and 5 will complete channel work between Broadway and the Rio Grande.  Construction is expected to begin in October and will take approximately a year to finish.


"This is an important project that NRCS has close cooperation with the community," said Pacheco.  "It is good to see this kind of flood protection come into the T or C area."


Funds for the construction are being made available under NRCS's Small Watershed Program as provided for in Public Law 83-566.
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