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Truchas Land Grant Recovering From Wildfire


Healthy grass grows today in the Truchas Land Grant where a year ago the charred leavings of a major wildfire dominated the landscape.  The reseeded area's recovery was so significant in the past year it proved many erosion control plans unnecessary.


"The way the vegetation came up there was no need to install some of the planned small earth erosion control structures," said Edward Romero, District Conservationist for the United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service in Espanola.  "Minimal erosion has been occurring because of the good vegetative response."


The Truchas Land Grant area burned in a wildfire May of 2002, scorching 2000 acres - 500 acres intensely.  The reseeding took to the air in August using a fixed wing plane.


"We achieved much greater results than an individual with a tank on their back could have," Romero said.


The reseeding on the Land Grant was paid for using Emergency Watershed Protection funds from Natural Resources Conservation Service matched by local Soil and Water Conservation District monies.  The reseeding was also a joint effort with the United States Forest Service who had the private land flown at the same time the national forest land was reseeded.  The area was reseeded using slender wheat grass, mountain brome grass, spring barley, and annual rye.


Natural Resources Conservation Service followed up this spring with field surveys to identify and locate where tree plantings and the needed erosion structures would be sited.  They completed designs and staked out improvements.  The East Rio Arriba Soil and Water Conservation District then secured funding in excess of $30,000 from Natural Resources Conservation Service under the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) to replant trees, install cross fencing, and make other improvements to rehabilitate the burned area.  Most recently, the Youth Conservation Corps from Chimayo assisted in planting 10,000 trees and other plants in July.


"Because of the 2002 Farm Bill, Natural Resources Conservation Service is able to support so much more conservation for private landowners," said Romero.  "There just is a very large demand for conservation assistance, though, so competition is steep and some private landowners have to wait awhile."


For more information about the Truchas Land Grant wildfire recovery or 2002 Farm Bill contact Edward Romero at 753-3508.
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