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Tour Slated to Demonstrate Goat Power and Good Conservation


ALBUQUERQUE, NM - A tour of the Ute Creek riparian restoration project, Thursday, October 9 sponsored by the Ute Creek Soil and Water Conservation District will demonstrate the power of goats as an environmental partner in addition to the aerial treatment of salt cedar.  The tour will begin at 9 a.m. at the Harry Hotson Triangle Ranch and end with a potluck at noon at the Triangle Ranch.


The Ute Creek Soil and Water Conservation District, chaired by J Heimann, cooperated with numerous agencies and received $266,000 from the Water Trust Board for this project.  Approximately 840 acres of salt cedar on the Ute Creek watershed and its tributaries are being treated each year for four years with an herbicide, a product registered with the Environmental Protection Agency, to eradicate the salt cedar.  Goats, referred to as biological treatment, are being used on approximately 1500 acres per year for to further alleviate the salt cedar.


"The goats eat the bark killing the salt cedar," said J Heimann.  "The use of goats is kind of new to us, and we will be showing how they are fenced in a limited area along the creek to kill the salt cedar."


Alecia Fitzgerald, project manager, said, "The goats can eat up to about five feet high.  They climb right up into the salt cedar."


This makes goats a good tool for eradication of salt cedar seedlings and where re-growth has occurred after an area has been treated with an hericide.


The project is important to the Ute Creek Soil and Water Conservation District because a single mature salt cedar absorbs an estimated 200 gallons a day of water.  If there are at least 80 mature salt cedar trees in an acre it is possible to lose 160,000 gallons of water per day.


Benefits the Ute Creek Soil and Water Conservation District is trying to achieve with this project includes better recharge of depleting springs and increased spring longevity, and redevelopment of native plants and wildlife use of the area.  They are establishing monitoring stations at Gallegos and above Ute Lake to check quantity and quality of water being received from the watershed.


Local landowners who were interested in the eradication of salt cedar for better water and range management, joined with local, state, and federal government agencies who supported improving range conditions and increased water for wildlife and the public to sponsor this project.  Cooperators include the Harding County Commission, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Services, USDA Farm Services Agency, New Mexico Cooperative Extension Service, New Mexico State Land Office, New Mexico Association of Conservation Districts, El Llano Estacado Resource Conservation and Development Council, and Eastern Plains Council of Government. 


For further information on this project contact Mike Delano or Allen Ivey, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, at (505)485-2294.
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