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News Release
USDA HELPS FUND CONSERVATION TECHNOLOGIES 
AND APPROACHES IN NEW MEXICO

$34,289 Awarded for Conservation Innovation Grant
WASHINGTON, Sept. 16, 2004—Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman today announced the selection of a project in New Mexico that will receive $34,289 for innovative technologies and approaches to stimulate the adoption of solar technology for irrigation, greenhouses, and other farm uses.

The grant is part of nearly $14,250,000 in grants that will fund the development and adoption of innovative technologies and approaches through pilot projects and conservation field trials, nationwide.  Including the cost sharing from nonfederal partners, the total cost of the projects is more than $63 million.

“These grants provide opportunities for public-private partnerships to accelerate technology transfer and implement promising technologies and approaches that will help farmers and ranchers protect the environment and comply with federal, state and local regulations,” Veneman said.

  The New Mexico project calls for the installation of a grid-tie photovoltaic system on a farm in Ribera.  The system will be used to run pumps for an efficient irrigation system, fans in a greenhouse, and other farm uses.  When not using the electricity, the extra power will be sent into the area’s utility power lines.  The project will also capture heat in solar hydronic collectors that will create radiant heat for sprouting vegetables and flowers in a greenhouse.

The project is not a research project, but rather a means to stimulate the adoption of conservation approaches and technologies that indicate a good likelihood of success.  Information about the project will be disseminated to 100 farmers in New Mexico and Colorado.

“We welcome the opportunity to have a project like this in New Mexico,” Rosendo Treviño, NRCS State Conservationist said.  “It is so important that we support the transfer of technologies to the agricultural community in creative ways where success can be realized.”
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service administers the grants as part of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).  Nationally, nearly 150 project proposals were submitted from eligible governmental and nongovernmental organizations and individuals for single or multi-year projects involving producers who qualify for EQIP.  Selected projects address issues such as agricultural air emissions, water quality improvement, water management, livestock nutrient management and market-based approaches to conservation.

Grant recipients include 13 universities, 10 nongovernmental organizations, eight agribusinesses, four state governments, two resource conservation and development councils, two conservation districts and two individuals.  Selected proposals receive grants for up to 50 percent of the total project cost and must provide nonfederal matching funds for at least 50 percent of the project cost.  The federal contribution may not exceed $1 million for a single project.  

Information on Conservation Innovation Grants can be found at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/cig.  
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