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Kids Change World One Conservation Step at a Time


ESTANCIA, NM – Tracey Webb’s sixth grade class set out to change their world one conservation step at a time on Earth Day this spring, and were awarded a great learning experience with the help of private landowners, Glen and Peggy Jones.


“This was a great experience , and I hope that we can continue this (kind of training) next year,” Webb said.


Webb had expanded her curriculum in watershed health, and was already incorporating outdoor field trips as part of her instruction.  The Earth Day event blended in well with her work by focusing on an increased awareness of watershed health through classroom instruction, and a hands-on experience in restoring components of watershed health using simple conservation practices.

The East Torrance Soil and Water Conservation District sponsored the event along with the assistance and coordination of the USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  Glen and Peggy Jones opened their land to the event, and donated time and drinks.


The event spotlighted five areas of conservation:  forest health, noxious weeds, erosion, riparian restoration, and wildlife.  The kids were given a presentation in each area, and then handed a shovel, rock, hoe, straw bail, or plant to implement a simple conservation practice.  Roger Alink, Wildlife West, highlighted lunch with a presentation on wildlife and its importance in maintaining a healthy watershed and our role in recognizing what we can do to maintain a balance with the environment around us.


“By the end of the day the students were still smiling, but very tired and dirty,” said Thomas Gonzales, NRCS district conservationist.


All plan to continue to work with the East Torrance SWCD and NRCS to improve what was done this year, and anticipate continuing such efforts in years to come.

For more information about conservation experiences and practices, contact NRCS district conservationist Thomas Gonzales at (505)384-2272.
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